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The Ten Principles Of Arya Samaj

God is the primary cause of all true knowledge and of everything known by its means.

God is all True, all knowledge, all Beatitude, Formless, Incorporeal, Beginningless,
Incomparable, Support for all, The master for all, all Pervading, Omniscient, Omnipresent,
Immanent, Unaging, Imperishable, Immortal, Fearless, Eternal, Holy, the cause of the
Universe. To Him alone worship is due.

The Vedas are the scriptures of true knowledge. It is the paramount duty of every Arya to read
them, teach them, recite them and hear them being read and preach them to others.

One should always be ready to accept truth and to give up untruth.

One should do everything according to dictates of Dharma i.e. after the reflection over right
and wrong.

The primary object of the Samaj is to do good to the world by improving the physical,
spiritual and social conditions of mankind.

Let Thy dealings with all be regulated by love and justice in accordance with the dictates of
Dharma.

Ignorance ought to be dispelled and knowledge disseminated.

One should not be content with one’s own welfare alone but should look for one’s own welfare
in the welfare of all.

In matters which affect the general social well-being of the Samaj, One ought to discard all
differences and not allow one’s individuality to interfere but in strictly personal matters

everyone may act with freedom.




Founder of Arya Samaj

MAHARISHI SWAMI DAYANAND SARASWATI
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From the Chief Editor’s Desk...

LEARNING TIO LEARN!

Namaste!
I am immensely happy to meet you all in yet another edition of our school
magazine Manjari!
The year 2020 has just rolled by leaving us with a lot of new lessons to
learn. That part of learning left me to ponder over and recollect all my
experiences that | have had close to three decades in the field of education.
My introspection led me to a major question. Has the concept of education
changed? If it has, what has changed and is the change doing any good?
Life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving! A
decade or two ago, the routine would be, going to school, earn a degree,
acquire a few skills, make a living out of it and retire peacefully. But a few
would have made a midcourse correction and changed their career and life
ahead. Such kind of bold changes were not mandatory for survival. Yet, a few
changed their course and took the road less-travelled by for better prospects.
But the main course itself has changed now. We have reached a stage where

we need to go to school and college to learn and develop skills, start an

enterprise or join an organization and work to earn and live. This course
seems to be very similar till here to the old one. But the optional midcourse
correction made by the previous generation has now become a mandatory
change that one needs to adapt to. One may be an engineer, doctor, teacher,
administrator, entrepreneur and what not, but the world around keeps
changing and we need to change with the changing world. We need to equip
ourselves with new knowledge and skills as we move on if we need to stay

relevant in the space that we have chosen to be.




So, we need to quickly unlearn the old and relearn the new, many times
during our lives. Education should thus help you not only to learn but also to
equip you with “Learning to Learn”. This kind of learning keeps us relevant,
enthusiastic, energetic and confident. \WWe overcome our inertia to change and

embrace it more willingly.

My dear readers, willingly learn new things, accept challenges as
opportunities, take a fresh perspective when you face failure, move awayfrom
rotelearning and remember a learning curve is essential to grow bigger and
better in life! This outlook will make you walk with success by your side

holding your hands.

“LEARN CONTINUALLY, THERE IS ALWAYS ONE MORE THING TO
LEARN.”

Happy Learning.

Best wishes,
V.Padma.

Principal.




Republic Day January 26, 2020

Respected Chief Guest, Members of the Management, Principals, Teachers,

Supporting staff, Parents & my dear students. Namaste to one and all present here.
We have gathered today to celebrate the 71st Republic day of this great nation. It is a
matter of great pride for us that India continues to be the largest democracy in the
world though we have our own set of challenges. And, to address some of these
challenges, India has taken a few bold steps over the last seven months, which
includes removal of Article 370 and the enactment of the Citizenship Amendment
Act, i.e. CAA.

| am sure many of you would have heard about numerous protests - initially around
Article 370 and now around CAA - mostly by young college going students. The
most unfortunate part around these protests is that many of the agitating students
have no knowledge about the provisions of CAA and have been simply misled by
certain vested interests. For instance, Farhan Akhtar, a famous Bollywood actor who
was seen protesting against CAA, when asked about the subject, remarked rather
sheepishly. He said - "If you go into the details, it looks like there can be something
in there... If everything was okay, why would so many people be concerned?". He
essentially knew nothing about CAA but was seen marching along the streets of
Mumbai simply because so many others were there! If this is the status of so called
well-read people, we can all well imagine how the gullible students are being misled
into believing that they should be protesting - which rather seems cool to them! |
therefore would like to take this opportunity to explain in very simple terms about
three aspects - CAA, NPC & NRC.

What is CAA?

Let me first give you some background. India got its Independence in 1947 after a
blood soaked partition wherein India was unfortunately sub-divided based on
religion with two independent nation states: Hindu-majority India and Muslim-
majority Pakistan. Pakistan later broke up into West Pakistan and East Pakistan

which is today known as Bangladesh, once again a Muslim-majority state.




Very interestingly, while India chose to have a secular constitution, Pakistan and
Bangladesh officially declared themselves to be Muslim countries. Now, both these
countries also had minorities from other religions - Hindus, Christians, Jains, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Parsis etc. The track record of minorities in these officially Muslim
countries has been extremely poor - they have been severely persecuted over the last
seven decades. To give you a perspective, while the Muslim population in India has
grown from 10% in 1951 to 14% in 2013, the Hindu population in Pakistan has
significantly come down from approximately 15% to 1.8% now. Pakistan was
indeed recently ranked as the ninth worst performer in 2019 on protection of
minorities.

Given this situation, scores of minorities who have been persecuted due to their
religion, across three countries - Pakistan, Bangladesh & Afghanistan have illegally
moved to India and have been living here as refugees. The CAA legislation has
essentially made the process of granting Indian citizenship to these persecuted
minorities simpler. Indeed, even Mahatma Gandhi had urged that people who are
tortured in Pakistan and other nations due to their religion, should be given
citizenship in India on humanitarian grounds

So what is the controversy about? This CAA is only applicable to the minorities i.e.
Hindus, Christians, Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists & Parsis who have faced continuous
persecution due to their religion in these officially declared Muslim countries. It
therefore does not cover the majority Muslims from these countries.

So, the question arises - Do Muslims also illegally migrate to India from these
neighbouring countries? Yes, they do for economic reasons. India for instance shares
a 4,000 km long border with Bangladesh and lakhs of Muslims from Bangladesh
cross over to India for better jobs, government subsidies and other opportunities. The
Indian government has not covered those illegal Muslim migrants from
neighbouring countries as part of the CAA.

However, we all must know that anyone coming from another country, including

Muslims, who follow the due process followed in the Indian Constitution can also be




granted citizenship. The change under CAA is that the process of granting
citizenship to these persecuted minority communities has been made easier reducing
their wait duration from 12 years to 6 years. They will be granted fast track Indian
citizenship in six years. So far 12 years of residence has been the standard eligibility
requirement for naturalisation, i.e. the legal process by which a non-citizen of a
country may acquire citizenship.

India has been struggling to provide jobs and provide social security benefits to its
own citizens. Therefore, India is perfectly justified in not extending this concession
to people of neighbouring countries who are coming over to India for economic
reasons. Think about it - can you just enter the USA as an illegal migrant and claim
citizenship there?

Misinformation has been spread that the existing Muslims citizens of this country
are in danger of being sent out of the country - this is absolutely false propaganda.
This act has nothing to do with the existing Muslim citizens of this country - no
one's citizenship is being taken away. This act is only about giving citizenship to
refugees from neighbouring countries who have been tortured on religious grounds.
The fear-mongering which is being spread across the length and breadth of India
appears to be motivated, with a sinister design to harm the nation. The CAA does not
impact Indian citizens and hence claims that a citizen's rights and liberties are being
infringed, is completely untrue.

Now, let us briefly understand what is this NPR & NRC. NPR, i.e. the National
Population Register is nothing but a register of people living in a particular locality
for at least the last six months - both Indians & foreign nationals. Now, what is
fundamentally wrong in recording list of people staying within the boundaries of
India? The National Population Register may ultimately lead to the preparation of
National Register of Citizens, which will help us clearly identify and document the

citizens of this country.




It is rather sad that many of our politicians who are only concerned with their vote
banks are trying to woo certain sections of our society and have been mischievously
opposing the CAA-NPR-NRC. My dear children, we are in a new India - a country
which is increasingly being respected globally due to its ethos and a stronger foreign
policy. However, the internal security of the country is a matter of grave concern.
The recent killing of Sub-Inspector Wilson by ISIS sympathisers clearly indicates
the threats of Islamist fundamentalism in the country. | hope we all remember how
the Jallikattu protests in Tamilnadu in 2017 were taken over by Jihadi forces and we
for instance saw some protesters openly displaying mug shots of Osama Bin Laden
while holding pictures of Prime Minister Modi garlanded with footwear. Only after
the dust settled down, did we all realize how we were fooled by the external forces
who had their own sinister agenda of breaking India.

We therefore need to ensure that we actively understand what is happening around
us; we should participate in intellectual forums; let us not be naive and trust
everything of what appears in newspapers & social media. Let us apply our own
intellectual filter and arrive at informed conclusions. Thanks to our educational
backgrounds, we all need to be *Intellectual Kshatriyas'.

Remember, whether it is Article 370 or the CAA, it is not about Hindu vs Muslims -
it is about one country, one India. It is about being a true patriot wherein it is the

country which reigns supreme, not the religion one belongs to.

Thank you. Vande Mataram!
Shri. Vikas Arya

Secretary

D.A.V. Group of Schools.




Independence Day Auqust 15, 2020

Respected Members of the Management, Principals, Teachers, Parents & my dear

students. Namaste. Every Independence Day reminds us of a defining moment in
India's history - the unfathomable mistakes we made due to which we endured
almost 900 years of subjugation initially by the Mughals, followed by the British,

and how we finally became independent.

Today, inspired by modern thinker, Mr. Rajiv Malhotra, | however wish to highlight
the one burning question that confronts us, even after 74 years of gaining

independence. What is India's grand narrative?

The narrative of a nation is the overall story of its people: who they are, where they
came from, what their thoughts are, what their philosophy and way of life is, what
makes them one people, what was their past story and what is their future trajectory,

what were their contributions to the world, and so on.

In the United States every child is proactively taught about the founding fathers and
the greatness of America. In fact, the term American Exceptionalism is commonly
used to refer to the American grand narrative. It is an important part of the conscious

and unconscious collective psyche of most Americans.

China is a very interesting case. It has modernized without westernizing. Confucius
was their most celebrated thinker and China decided that they are going to adopt
Confucian modernity. Though there over 300 languages spoken in China, they
moved to one Mandarin. They had a massive program to define and propagate their
grand narrative as an ancient civilization that is rapidly becoming the world's
greatest country once again.Remember, the Chinese were also colonized by the

British, but they simply treat the period of subjugation as a 'blackout' period.




The British pride themselves as the ones who pioneered the development of modern

democracy and created the Industrial Revolution. Even while the horrors of their
colonial empire played out in the colonies, they spun the narrative that colonization
was a great gift to civilize backward people with the "rule of law"; they project
Shakespeare as the greatest writer who profoundly influenced literary discourse

around the world.

While various powerful countries build their own narrative with their citizens proud
of their heritage, we in India still remain fairly confused. We just do not know where
we anchor ourselves. There are three key aspects of India's existing narrative, which

clearly need to be revamped.

» Firstly, the generic nature of Indian society -Media including Films - be it
documentaries, Bollywood, other regional films industries most of which are
controlled by hawala money from Middle East - India is depicted as a land of
snake charmers, superstitious beliefs, sadhus, babas, poverty, filth on the roads,

stray cows wandering our streets eating garbage, etc.lt is displayed as a land

where women have been subjugated, people have been discriminated &
oppressed based on caste. Yes, there have been certain deficiencies some of
which were further exploited by the British & Mughal — we have been amending
them, but to paint the entire society with the same brush is a colossal mistake,
while overlooking the dark history of exploitation, slavery & racism - Black vs

White in many other different parts of the world.

» The second pertinent false narrative is that we gained independence primarily
due to Ahimsa (non-violence) policy of Gandhi ji. We as a society were lulled

into believing that just keep sacrificing without any armed struggle and you will

be able to win over British. We indeed would have gained independence much




It is a matter of shame for us that rather than freeing India of the clutches of the
British, 13 lakh Indians fought for the British during World War | of which
74,000 Indians were killed; 25 lakh of them fought during World War Il of which

87,000 were killed.

This gross misinterpretation of the Ahimsa concept taught in our textbooks, has
led to lack of a military culture in the country. We were humiliated by the
Chinese in 1962 and even today, we are not the best prepared to take on the
Chinese. We hardly teach any military history to our children and have not
meaningfully invested in defence. While it was good that Rafael aircrafts were
finally procured by us, somewhere deep within, the celebratory mood in the
country was rather embarrassing - we as a nation could not have indigenously
developed the technology. | am glad that finally India is taking concrete steps to

become self-reliant in defence space.

»  The third false narrative | wish to highlight is the Aryan Invasion theory. Not
only did the Europeans falsely try to claim ownership of the rich Sanskrit
literature that clearly belonged to the Indian sub-continent, this theory has also
created a Dravidian divide amongst the people of the country. Till today we keep

falling prey to it, exploited by political parties for their petty political gains.

So then what defines India's true grand narrative? Our civilization is one of the
oldest, over 10,000 years old, when there were none of the modern religions of the
world as we see them today - No Christianity, No Islam, No mention of word Hindu

either.




The Vedic open architecture which has a long history of nurturing harmony across
very diverse ideas is the true Indian grand narrative. The concept of Dharma, rather
than religion is our narrative. Praying for everyone's welfare — Sarve bhavantu
sukhinaha is our narrative. Yoga and associated mind science, wherein the ultimate
objective of the soul is to achieve moksha is our narrative. Sanskrit literature which
has deep insightful mantras& shlokas is part of our grand narrative. Ayurveda is our
narrative. Love for animals, respect for elders, joint families is our narrative. Cow,
whom we reverentially call, GauMaata is part of our narrative. Mahabharata &
Ramayana are our narrative. They contain an exhaustive set of situations about
family, society, state and conflicts. For each of these dimensions, it provides multiple
perspectives of dharma through powerfully portrayed characters. It summarizes
about the origin of India and its people, society, politics, ethics and philosophical
systems. It is in this context, the building of Ram temple is a great step, not because
all our sins will be washed away or we will attain moksha only by praying at the to

be constructed temple - but because it is an integral part of India's grand narrative.

I am not sure if many of you know that when the Constitution of India was being
drawn a debate occurred whether it should be printed as just a book, or should it also
convey the heritage of India. They decided that it should also convey the narrative of
this great civilization & commissioned the services of the famous artist from Bengal
- Nandalal Bose. Very interesting and aptly, on the first page of the Indian
constitution which dwells upon citizenship was depicted an artwork on the Vedic
way of life in India. The next two pages have illustration from Ramayana - with Sri
Rama coming home to Ayodhya and Sri Krishna giving the upadesh from the

Bhagavad Gita.




Therefore, my dear children, it is extremely important that we chart our
own grand narrative - based on genuine pride and respect. Compared to
an average American or Chinese or British child of your age, you have a
much larger ground to cover, responsibility to fulfil, to ensure that you
build a society that is self-confident and self-respecting, without being
arrogant. It is strength - physical, economical, spiritual which builds a
strong nation& this is indeed the most effective way to prevent war and
practice ahimsaa in its true sense. Before, | conclude, | am reminded of a
few lines by the poet, Sri Atal Behari Vajpayee -Who listens as | sob

over my broken dreams,

| silently weep soaked in my internal pain;
But I will not accept defeat; will neither create enemies;
I will both write& erase on my time based grand narrative, | sing a

new song today
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Shri. Vikas Arya
Secretary
D.A.V. Group of Schools.




D.A.V. GIRLS SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2019 — 2020

“Learning gives creativity, creativity leads to thinking, thinking provides
knowledge and knowledge makes you great.” In the voyage of the discovery of
excellence in the field of education, we at D.A.V. strive and endeavor to instill
the Vedic values and guide our children to lead themselves from darkness to
light! It is indeed my proud privilege to present the Annual Report of the
academic year 2019-2020. The school re-opened on 6™ June 2019 for classes |

to XII with a strength of 2373 students and 111 staff.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Team work is the ability to work together towards a common vision! The
relentless commitment of our teachers and the dedicated hard work of our
students have borne fruits and is reflected in the form of exemplary academic
results.

With pride, | present the results of class Xll followed by class X.

CLASS XlI - SCIENCE GROUP

Malavika Venkatesh scored the highest 492/500 with a centum in
Mathematics, and is currently pursuing a dual degree course in Biological
Sciences, 11T, Madras. The second place was bagged by Vanshika Arya with a
score of 490/500. Her love and passion for medicine has made her to prepare for
NEET again. Avisha Rai .M with a centum in Mathematics secured the third
place with a score of 489/500. She is currently pursuing B.Tech Computer
Science and Engineering at NIT, Trichy. The average of Science group was
92.4%.




Total number appeared 112
No. of students above 95% 40
No. of students between90-94% . 47
No. of students between 75-89% : 25

SUBJECT AVERAGES
English . 95.6%
Maths : 89.3%
Physics : 92.5%
Chemistry : 93.2%
Biology : 90.6%

Computer Science : 93.3%

PLACEMENT DETAILS

Medicine — 10

HT-1

NID -1

Engineering and Degree Colleges — 100

CLASS XII - COMMERCE GROUP
Reenu Umesh from the Commerce Group secured the highest total of

491/500 with a centum in Mathematics. She is currently pursuing B.Com
Honours at Shri Ram College of Commerce, New Delhi. S.Sruthi bagged the
second position with 488/500 and is pursuing her C.A. and B.Com
Accounting and Finance. S.Vrinda stood third with a total of 487/500 and is
doing her B.Com CS at Stella Maris College for Women, Chennai.
M.Amirda Varshini scored centum in Marketing. The class average was
91.8%.




Total number appeared 41
No. of students above 95% .13
No. of students between 90 -94 % : 14
No. of students between 75-89% . 14

SUBJECT AVERAGES
English :95.9%
Maths : 87.7%
Business Studies : 94.0%
Accountancy : 85.0%
Economics :91.7%
Marketing : 97.2%

Of the 41 students 4 are pursuing CA, while the other students have

successfully secured admission into leading degree colleges.

CLASS X - TOPPERS

This year saw more number of students flocking at the top three positions.
Aditi Jain, Harshini Babu & S.Manasa scored the highest 496/500 and all the
three of them scored centums in both Mathematics and Science. Ranganayaki
Vijayaraghavan with a centum in Science stood second with 495/500.
Varshini Venkatesh with a centum in Maths and S.Deeksha with a centum in
Sanskrit took the third position with a total of 493/500. Class X AISSE saw a
total of 9 centums in English, 17 in Science, 20 in Mathematics (Standard)

and 3 in Sanskrit.




No. of students appeared : 203
No. of students above 95% D77
No. of students between 90to 94%  : 46
No. of students between 80to 89%  : 52

No. of students below 80% . 28
SUBJECT AVERAGES
English : 93.0%
Maths : 87.4%
Standard : 89.7%
Basic : 71.0%
Science : 88.2%
Social Science : 87.2%
Hindi : 92.9%
Sanskrit :93.7%
Tamil :92.8%

| appreciate the sincere efforts of all the staff and students for the
commendable results.

INTER-SCHOOL COMPETITIONS
Co-curricular activities are part and parcel of school life. They play an

important role and compliment the academic learning in school. We at D.A.V.
encourage students to take every opportunity to nurture such skills. Our
children too rise up to every occasion and come out with flying colours. The
year 2019 -20 saw our students take part and win accolades in various inter-
school cultural competitions. To name a few, Kalpakosha organized by Sir
Sivaswamy Kalalaya, Mylapore, Kalanjali by BVM, Adayar, Impressionz
2k19 by NPS, Gopalapuram, Reverberations by PSBB, KK Nagar, Sishya
Mirta 2k19 by Sishya School Adayar, The Vizha by Harishree Vidhyalayam,
Astra by Bhavans Rajaji Vidhyashram, Scintillations 2k19 by P.S. Senior




Secondary School, Mylapore, Reflections by Vidya Mandir, Mylapore,
Vansamkhya 2k19 by Vana Vani Higher Secondary School, IIT Campus and
Besant Arundale Sr.Sec School, Kalakshetra Foundation Thiruvanmiyur. In
the Interschool Bhagavad Gita Recitation Competition conducted by the
Kuppuswamy Shastri Research Institute our girls won various prizes. In
another Interschool Competition conducted by Satish Dawan Space Centre,
SHAR, ISRO, Shriharikota and Tamilnadu Science and Technology Centre,
Chennai, our students won prizes again. Our students participated in various
interschool mucic competitions organized by Sree Geetha Bhavan Trust,
PSBB Sr.Sec School, KK Nagar, Samskritha Bharathi and Sri Venugopal
Vidhyalaya School, Mandeveli and won various prizes. They showcased
their musical talent in the Inter - DAV Music Competition and came out with

accolades.

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS:
R. Vidharshana of class XII attended a month long summer programme

organized by Research Science Initiative and PSBB Group of Schools in
collaboration with Sashtra University, CMI, IMSC, Anna University, at IIT
Madras, Chennai. She won a special cash prize of Rs. 3000/- too for the

Same.

G. Jayashree of class X1 won the second prize in the Inter- school Sanskrit
Elocution Competition conducted by Bhavans Rajaji Vidhyashram,
Kilpauk.

Nysa of class X was a proud winner in the Interschool Essay writing
Competition organized by Kids Campus International Pre-school, Chennai,

on the topic Waste Segregation.




Sanjana Murali lyer of class XI & Rupa Rasgna class XII, won the first
and third prizes respectively in the English Elocution Competition conducted
by NABARD Bank, Nungambakkam.

Sruthi Sivaramakrishnan, of class XI won the Best Delegate Award in
SISHMUN 2019 organised by Sishya School, Adayar.

S. Padmapriya and K.J. Yazhini of class XI presented their Science project
in the 27t National Children’s Congress 2019, coordinated by Tamil Nadu
Science Forum. Their project, ‘Organic Super Absorbent Polymer’ was
selected at the District level and they moved on to participate in the State
level in November 2019 at ASMW College, Arcot.

T. Prarthana of class VII was the proud Second Runner up in the

International Global Art Competition, Singapore.

L.N.Mayura of class IX won the second place along with a cash prize of Rs.

3000/- in the State level Vidhyarthi Vigyan Manthan Science Talent Search

Exam organized by Chennai Institute of Technology, Vibha Vignyna Prasar
and NCERT.

Gayathri Prabhu of class V, won the second prize both in Geetha
Chanting Competition conducted by Chinmaya Mission, Chennai, and in
Hindi Poetry Recitation by P.S. Senior Secondary School, Chennai. She has
also won the first prize in the Inter DAV Quiz Competition and in various

Inter-class competitions.

Golla Rahini, a budding artist of class IV, won the First Prize in the Drawing
Competitions conducted by Tamil Nadu Forest Department, for Wildlife
Week Celebrations both at the District and the State level and SDSC SHAR

B~ 2




SPORTS
INDIVIDUAL ACHIEVEMENTS
ROLLER SKATING — T.M Karnika of class VV won three Gold Medals in

the 29" Chennai District Roller Skating Championship conducted by
TNRSA, a Gold medal in the Roller Skating Championship, organized by
Tamil Nadu Association. She also bagged silver medals in The Tamil Nadu
Open State Roller Championship, CBSE South Zone Roller Skating held in
Jain Heritage School, Belagavi, Karnataka and was qualified for the National

Level.

BASKETBALL - R. Madhu Annam of class VIII represented the Tamil
Nadu state team in the 46™ Sub-Junior National Basket Ball Championship
held at Cuttack, Odisha and the team won the Gold medal.

R. Madhu Annam, T.B. Akshitha and B. Janaki represented Chennai district
in the U-13 Girls Tamil Nadu state basket Ball Championship conducted by
Tamil Nadu Basketball Association held at Virudhunagar.

SHOOTING - A.P. Abilaakshara of class XI won the Third place in the
CBSE South Zone Rifle Shooting (Air Pistol) Competition in the U-19 Girls
organized by Delhi Public School, Secunderabad.

SWIMMING - Shaswathi Souresh of class VI won the Third place in the
100 m Breast stroke,100 m Free style & 50 m Breast stroke in the 32" South
Zone Selection Aquatic championship 2019 organized by Tamil Nadu State

Agquatic Association ,Chennai.

KHO-KHO - J.Praveena of class VII received the Best Player Award in the
CBSE Cluster Kho-Kho Tournament held at Kola Saraswathi Vaishnav Sr.

Sec. School, Chepnai,
B~ 2




TEAM ACHIEVEMENTS

Our school Basketball Team marvelled to glorious heights basking laurels to
all their endearing efforts. They emerged Winners in the following Basket
Ball Tournaments:

CBSE Cluster VI (U-17 Girls) organized by Suguna Pipe School,
Coimbatore, and the team participated in the CBSE Nationals held at Jaipur,
Rajasthan.

Reliance Jio JR.NBA City Championship in the U-14 girls category held at
Chennai.

XXX Sri Satya Dev Memorial Basket Ball Tournament conducted by
D.A.V. Group of schools, Chennai.

Inter- school Basket Ball Tournament organized by S.B.O.A Jr. College in the
U-10 & U-13 categories.

Inter- school Basket Ball Tournament organized by VidyaMandir, Mylapore
and P.S.B.B, K.K. Nagar.

Subramaniam Trophy U-14 Basket Ball Tournament organized by Egmore
Friends Basket Ball Club, Egmore.

First Mini Basket Ball Tournament organized by D.A.V. Group of schools,
Chennai for the girls U-11 category.

They won the Runners- up in the 6™ Invitation inter school Basket Ball
Tournament organized by Sir Sivaswamy Kalalaya, Mylapore.

KHO-KHO - Our team emerged Winners in the CBSE - Chennai Sahodaya
East Cluster Inter school Kho-Kho Tournament organized by Reserve Bank
Staff Quarters School, Chennai and were Runners- up in the Inter school
Kho-Kho Tournament organized by St. Britto’s Academy, Chennai. The team
was placed Third in the CBSE Cluster VI Kho-Kho tournament (U-19 Girls)
organized by Kola Saraswathi Vaishnav Sr. Sec. school, Chennai.

CHESS - The Team won the first place in the Inter D.A.V. Chess Tournament
in U-11, U-14 & U-17 categories conducted at D.A.V. Girls Senior
Secondary School, Mogappair. The team also won the first place in the Inter-
school Chess Tournament conducted at D.A.V. Mat .Hr. Sec. School,
Mogappair in U-11 & U-14 categories. They also secured Third place in the
CBSE South Zone Chess Tournament (U-14 Girls) organized by Kingston

International School, Vellore.




Athletics-In the Inter D.A.V.Athletic meet organized by D.A.V. Boys Senior
Secondary School, Moggapair, T.B Akshitha of class VIII won the individual
championship in the Sub-junior Category. The athletes of Sub-juniors team
also secured various positions in the events such as 100m dash, 200m dash,
4x100m Relay, Long jump, High jump, Shot put, Javelin & Discus thus

securing overall second place.

Table Tennis - Jiyah Bhandari of class VI won the Inter school Table Tennis
Tournament organized by SRM Nightingale Table Tennis Academy and the
Skoolympics Inter school Table Tennis Tournament organized by

Skoolympics, Chennai.

THROW BALL - The School Throw Ball team won the Inter school Throw

Ball Tournament organized by National Public School, Gopalapuram.

Yoga - In the Inter D.A.V. Yoga Competition organized by D.A.V. Senior
Sec. School Mogappair, Illendra Suvidha and S.Supriya of class IX won the
Firstand Second place respectively. S. Chakriga of class VI won the second

place in the class VI to VIII category.

ANNUAL ACTIVITIES
INAUGURAL HAVAN was held on 15™ June 2019.
INVESTITURE CEREMONY was held on 28t June and Smt.Parmila

Gauhar, Secretary, D.A.V. Group of Schools administered the Oath of Office

to the newly elected appointees. The School Prefect Council was elected this
year following the electoral process right from filing of nominations till the

declaration of results.




NEW INITIATIVE - A bold and welcome move taken up by the D.A.V.
Group of Schools to save paper was to refrain students and teachers from

covering notebooks and textbooks.

NATIONAL DAYS - Independence Day was celebrated with great
patriotic spirit and the Chief Guest of the occasion, Group Captain
E.R.Surendran, Commanding Officer, 4 TN Air Squadron, NCC, IIT, Chennai
hoisted the tricolour. Colonel Vembu Shankar, SC, Indian Army Veteran &
Social Engineer, presided over the Republic Day Celebration in our

premises.

CELEBRATIONS — Navarathri, Diwali and Pongal were celebrated with
variety entertainment by students which showcased their festivity and spirit.
Children’s Day was marked by various drawing and craft competitions and
a special movie screening was arranged for classes | and Il. A variety

programme was organised by the teachers as a part of the celebration.

THE ANNUAL ATHLETIC MEET of D AV Group of Schools was held
on 29 and 30t August 2019 at Rajarathnam Stadium, Egmore. The Meet
was declared open by Smt.Aarthie Ramaswamy, Woman Grand Master. The
stadium was filled with fervor and excitement, thrills and shrills as the young
athletes competed on the track. An impressive Yoga display by the middle
school students won the cheers and tons of applause from the audience. The
Individual Championship was bagged by T.B Akshita of Pratap House in the
Sub- junior Category. In the Junior category, the Indivudual Championship
was shared by Svara Sumesh of Bharathi House, Avane G.S and A. Sherya
of Pratap House. R. Srividhyaa of Pratap House bagged the Championship in
the Senior Category. The proud Pratapians bagged the Best March Past
Trophy and The Overall Championship Trophy.




48t SCHOOL ANNUAL DAY was celebrated on 19" October 2019.
Shri.K.E.Seetha Ram, Visiting Professor, University of Tokyo, Japan,
presided over the formal function. His wife Dr.Lakshmi Seetha Ram,
Oncologist and Educator distributed the endowment prizes. This was
followed by a spectacular and meaningful cultural programme titled

‘Krinvanto Vishwam Aryam’.

NCC - The much awaited NCC - ARMY WING New Raising was
inaugurated on 16th October 2019 by Major. Kalaivani Villavankothali,
Administrative officer 1(TN) Girls Battalion NCC. The selected cadets
showed positive attitude and enthusiasm throughout the entire rigorous
physical training. The cadets participated in various activities like Unity Day,
Blood Donation Camp and volunteered their services in regulating the traffic
and for various occasions in the school. They also took part in ‘Plogging’
activity at Nageshwara Rao Park, Mylapore as a part of Swachhata Pakhwada

that was observed across the entire country.

FIT INDIAWEEK CELEBRATION

FIT India Week Celebrations was observed with immense involvement by the
students of Classes VI - IX and XI. The activities planned and organized by
the Physical Education teachers included Super Brain Yoga, Breathing
Exercises, a personal account of a class IX student about her daily fitness
regime. Mrs. Sangeetha Sumesh, an International Performance Coach
enriched the students about various quotients like the physical, mental,

spiritual, emotional aspects of fitness.

KHELO INDIAASSESSMENTS
As per the advice from the CBSE, various assessments like, Flamingo

balance test, Partial curl-up, Modified push-ups etc. were conducted for about

2200 students using the Khelo India assessments App.




INTER-HOUSE COMPETITIONS provide structured opportunities to
identify and develop latent skills of students in co-curricular and extra-
curricular areas. This weekly routine of ours also inculcates team spirit and

strengthens bonding among children.

FIELD TRIPS / EXCURSIONS are an intrinsic part of our school
programme. Students of classes IV to XII were taken to various places to
explore, learn and relax. This not only removes the boredom of regular and
structured activity in school, but also broadens the horizon of thinking in
children. Class IV went on a field trip to the Rail Museum, Class V to Birla
Planetarium, Class VI visited Nabati Wafers factory, Class VII visited a
horticulture farm in Madhavaram, Class VIII visited Fort Museum and
Secretariat and Class 1X visited INS Gharial at the Chennai Port. Students of
classes X and XII were taken to Madurai & Theni and Calicut and Wayanad
respectively. Class Xl visited Satish Dawan Space Centre, SHAR,

Sriharikotta. The students of classes | to Il spent a cheerful day at the

Carnival held in the school premises in January with a lot of joyful activities.

MOCK DRILL
A mock drill on fire safety was conducted for classes | to V and VI to XII on
5th and 28t Sep.2019 respectively.

LEARNING WITH FUN — Adding fun to learning creates the best educational
experience possible. We at DAV aim to provide memorable learning
experience by conducting various interesting activities especially at the
primary level. Saturday activities are a regular feature for students of classes
I, IV & V where various activities, events and programmes are conducted

to bring out their talents and also help them develop new skills.




HEALTH CHECK-UP — An Eye Camp was organized for class V and a
Dental Check-up for classes Il to V as part of Saturday activities. There was

a brief presentation on eye health, dental care and hygiene.

INVIGILATOR-LESS ROOM - In order to instill values of honesty and
integrity amidst students, a special and unique feature was introduced last
year. It indeed helped the students to gain moral courage in the face of
temptations. The feedback from the students, teachers and parents regarding
this practice had been very encouraging so, the practice was followed

throughout the year.

NEWSPAPER IN EDUCATION - To sensitize students on contemporary
issues and rational thinking, they were encouraged to read the Student Edition

Newspapers that were supplied to classes VII and IX.

KARATE - To prepare children in self-defence, regular karate sessions were

conducted for classes 1V to VIII.

WORKSHOPS — Our teachers attend workshops regularly for professional
enhancement and to stay informed about new methods and technologies to
meet the ever-changing needs of the students.

CAREER COUNSELLING is an integral part of our school activity. Our
teachers are well equipped to guide the children to choose their future path.
They acquaint them with a wide range of available career options and provide
them with necessary guidance and counselling, so as to help them make an
informed choice. Resource persons from Indian and foreign universities were
invited to help the students gain a wider perspective on the available career

options. Ms.Avantika, Regional Manager, Ashoka University, Mr.Vikas




Narula, Senior Associate Director, University of Petroleum and Energy
Studies, Dr. Paramasivam, Visiting Research Professor, Department of Civil
Engineering , National University of Singapore addressed the students of
classes X - XII on various courses, fee structure, internship, infrastructure,
sports facilities, scholarships and admission procedure at their respective
universities. Dr. Sujatha Mandal, Principal Scientist, CSIR,CLRI, Chennai
addressed the Science students of class XII on the prospects of pursuing
research in Science and other courses that could interest them. A day long
career outreach programme for parents and students of classes X & XI was
conducted and experts from various departments and institutions shared
information and prospects in their respective field of expertise. One
prominent resource person was Commodore Shyam Sundar, Indian Navy who
highlighted the career opportunities in the noble field. Mr.Yogesh, Head of
the Department of Multi-Media and Graphic Design at ICAT, Design and
Media College guided the students of class XI on career opportunities in
creative industry, interior designing, multi-media, gaming, and fashion

design. Ms.Gayathri, Chartered Accountant at Deloitte addressed the students

of classes XI and XII on the importance of soft skills in career and life and on
Data Analytics, Data Security and Actuarial Science. This year saw our own
alumni. Ms.Padmini Muralidharan, Chartered Accountant and Tax
Consultant, Mr.Vishal Ganesan. Project Manager in a leading transport
company in Singapore gave their success stories to their alma mater and

inspired the young minds.

DAAN UTSAV
To develop a sense of empathy amidst children right from their young age, the
school celebrated, ‘DAAN UTSAV’ — the ‘Joy of Giving’ in the month of
September. This year, the students of our school dedicated the joy of giving

week for the welfare of the old aged and animals. The students donated




fruits, vegetables and animal fodder for the noble cause. Students of classes
V to VIII visited the ‘Banyan — Home for mentally challenged women’, The
Ghosala and Blue Cross Society to give away the collected donation with

joyful hearts.

MODEL UNITED NATIONS (MUN) - To enable our students to gain a
wider perspective and to understand new age global issues and tackle them
through dialogue and diplomacy, students were trained as delegates to

participate in MUN.

LET’S LEGISLATE, a brainchild of Bluewhistle group, conducted a
workshop for two days for the students of classes IX and XI. The workshop
replicated a parlimentary meet and trained students in forming political
parties and law making. It enabled the students to understand global issues

and tackle them with dialogue and diplomacy.

GREEN OLYMPIAD -113 students of classes IV to X participated in the
Green Olympiad Examination organized by TERI — The Energy and Resource

Institute and many won Merit certificates in various levels.

REAP BENEFIT - trained the students of classes VI to VIII to discover and
investigate civic and environment related problems in school. The project
became a huge success when children identified new and practical methods to
generate plastic waste and proper disposal of used sanitary napkins. Students
designed posters to make the other children realise the water saving
techniques.  Keerthana of class VIII became instrumental in placing
signboards on a major road to avoid accidents. Anushree of class VI started a
campaign # Break the Threat wall where she and her classmates managed to

make and distribute 200 seedballs.




GUIDES -The Priyadarshini Guide Company of our school had enrolled 14
guides and the Velunachiar Guide enrolled 24 guides for the year 2019-20.
Nine guides cleared the test for the Rajyapuraskar Award 2019. Our gallant
guides conducted an anti-litter and unity in diversity campaign in the school
campus. They enthusiastically took part in activities like campfire, Morse
code, kit inspection, constellation, cooking with fire, etc. Our school won the
first prize in the standard judging competition conducted by the Central
Chennai District.

Forty nine guides participated in the Annual Guide Camp at Tonakela, Avadi
in January 20 and P.Prarthana of class VIII received the ‘Best Adventurous

Award’ in the camp.

SANCHARIKA — The English Department of our school comes out with an

online newsletter with information about all school activities.

DEBATE CLUB - The school is a member of Indian Schools Debating
Society since 2011. I1SDS provides training to our children and guides them

to participate in various competitions.

LIBRARY — Our school library has a rich collection of books to inculcate the
habit of reading in children. Activities like Spell Bee, Story Telling, Creative
Writing, Book Review, Memory Game, Book Mark Making, Poster
Designing are conducted for classes | to VIII during library periods to help

them apply what they have read.

INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT- As a part of ensuring safety using
modern technology about 140 CCTYV surveillance cameras have been
installed in the school campus. To provide clean drinking water to the

students, two RO plants were set up in the school campus.




The Rest-Rooms were also renovated with state of the art facility. A sump of
10000 litres capacity for water storage and three Rainwater harvesting sumps

was constructed last year.

INTER-SCHOOL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

The 33 Lala InderSain and Sri Satyadev Inter- school Memorial Basketball
Tournament was organised by D A V Group of Schools from July 16™ to 19t
2019. The tourney witnessed the participation of 36 leading teams from the
city schools. Ms. Parinitha Vishweshwar, an alumna of the school and a State
level Basketball Player and a Skater at the National level was the Guest of
Honour at the WValedictory Function. D.AV. Girls Sr.Sec. School,
Gopalapuram in the Girl’s category and PAK Palaniswamy School,

Royapuram in the Boy’s category emerged as winners of the tournament.

INTER- SCHOOL MINI BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

The 1%t Inter- school Mini Basketball Tournament U-11 category for Boys and
Girls was organized by D A V Group of Schools on 17" and 18t February
2020 in the School Campus. The maiden tournament had a tremendous
response from the budding players of the city schools. Around 14 teams in the
Boy’s category and 10 teams in the Girl’s category exhibited their skills in the
lively matches. The Valedictory Function was graced by the Members of the
Managament. The U-11 teams of D.A.V Girls Sr. Sec. School, Gopalapuram
and D AV Boys Senior Secondary School, Gopalapuram emerged winners in

Girl’s and Boy’s category.

The school bid Farewell to the students of class XII at a grand function

organized by their Juniors after the final Havan in February.




SPIRITUAL EVENTS

In addition to curricular and co-curricular learning, we at D.A.V. believe in
instilling spiritual and moral values in the young minds which help them
become good human beings.

« International Yoga Day was celebrated on 215t June 2019. The session was
packed with meditation, thought provoking speech by students of Class VIII,
Surya Namaskar and challenging asanas performed by the School Yoga Team.

 Shravani Poornima, Raksha Bandhan, Janmashtami and Rishi Bodh Divas
were celebrated and Rishi Nirvan Divas was observed with great reverence.

 Our children actively take part in Satsangs on Sundays at Arya Samaj.

« Gayathri Maha Yagna performed every January enables children to
experience spirituality and to understand our philosophy towards life. This
year it was presided over by renowned Vedic scholar Swami Vivekanand Ji
and renowned Arya Bhajan Upadeshek Shri.Ajay Aryaji. Programmes
highlighting moral and spiritual values were presented by students.

 Performing Agnihotra and Chanting Vedic mantras are an integral part of the

school curriculum. Children are given an opportunity to perform Havan on

their birthdays and other auspicious days.
» Value education is accorded due importance and MI proficiency prizes are
distributed.

CONCLUSION
Intelligence plus character is the true goal of education
We at D.A.V. endeavour every opportunity to provide knowledge, skill,

experience along with holistic values to all our children. This objective of
education is possible only with team work. At this juncture | express my
opportunity to our beloved Secretary and all other Management members for
their valuable guidance and inspiration. | also convey my gratitude to the
Headmistress, teaching and non-teaching staff for their hardwork, support and
dedication. My gratitude extends to all my children and their parents for their

cooperation.




My sincere and heartfelt gratitude to the Almighty and | seek His abundant

grace in the years to come.

Thank you.

V.PADMA
PRINCIPAL




CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS — CLASS XIlI
SCIENCE STREAM

MALAVIKA VENKATESH 492 /500

SCHOOL FIRST
CENTUM IN MATHEMATICS

VANSHIKA ARYA 490 / 500

SCHOOL SECOND
HIGHEST IN CHEMISTRY

AVISHA RAI. M 489 /500

SCHOOL THIRD
CENTUM IN MATHEMATICS




COMMERCE STREAM
REENU UMESH 491 / 500

SCHOOL FIRST
CENTUM IN MATHEMATICS & HIGHEST IN ACCOUNTANCY

S. SRUTHI 488/500

SCHOOL SECOND
HIGHEST IN ECONOMICS

VRINDA .S 487/500

SCHOOL THIRD




AMIRDA VARSHINI.M

CENTUM IN MARKETING

VAISHNAVEE. S S.PRANJAL ANUSHA RANGANATH
GANESH KANCHI

HIGHEST IN ENGLISH

RAMALAKSHMI K. S.

HIGHEST IN PHYSICS




MADHUMITHA DORAISWAMY SHIPRA SRIDHAR

HIGHEST IN CHEMISTRY HIGHEST IN CHEMISTRY
HIGHEST IN BIOLOGY

SHWETHA.R MEHAK.A

HIGHEST IN ECONOMICS




CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS — CLASS X

ADITI JAIN HARSHINI BABU S. MANASA

SCHOOL FIRST 496 /500 SCHOOL FIRST 496 /500 SCHOOL FIRST 496/500

Centu_m in Science_ Centum in Science Centum in Science
Centum in Mathematics Centum in Centum in
Highest in Hindi Mathematics Mathematics

Highest in Social Science  centum in English ~ Centum in Sanskrit

RANGANAYAKI VIJAYARAGHAVAN

SCHOOL SECOND 495 /500
Centum in Science

VARSHINI VENKATESH S. DEEKSHA

SCHOOL THIRD 493/500 SCHOOL THIRD 493 /500
Centum in Mathematics  Centum in Sanskrit

Highest in Hindi




CENTUM IN ENGLISH

HARSHA VARDHINI KS NIHARIKA G

NIKILASHREE M

PREETHIKA RANGANATHAN

POORANI A K SAMHITA BANERIJEE f SUBHIKA §




CENTUM

AVANTHIKA R

R. KOMAL JAIN

IN MATHEMATICS

ANYA THIYAGARAJAN

GAYATHRI S §

MADHUMITHA G S

ASMITHA A S

NAVYA V




CENTUM

IN MATHEMATICS

NIHAARIKA N

NYSA AGARWAL

PAVITHRA R

PRAGNYA P

RAKSHITHA R R

SHREERUTHRA B




CENTUM IN SCIENCE

AISHWARYA R. AKSHAYA R

ANYA THIYAGARAJAN HAMSINI C

LEHAR JAIN ' PRAGNYA P




PAVITHRA R

RAKSHITHA R R ROHINI S G

SUBHIKA S

VIDYUL MAITHANI VEDANTI SHAH




HIGHEST IN TAMIL - CLASS X

HARSHA VARDHINI KS MADHUMITHA G S

MEGHA A

ROHINIS G SRIPRADHA V SHRINITHI S S




CENTUM IN SANSKRIT

\ GAYATHRISS

HIGHEST IN HINDI

\\ SAMHITA BANERJEE \ VAISHNAVIV \ YASHVI CHAUHAN




SPORTS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)

T.B.AKSHITA

SPORTS( HIGH SCHOOL)

C.HAMSINI

SPORTS(HIGH SCHOOL)

R. SRINANDANA

GUIDES

THANMAYYAVINOD

SPORTS -PRIMARY

R.S.ANBU INIYA

NCC

K. NIVETHITHA




MUSIC - VOCAL PRIMARY

HARINI SRIDHAR

MUSIC - INSTRUMENTAL -
PRIMARY

SAlI SARAMATI KAUTILYA

CLASSICAL MUSIC - SOLO
(MIDDLE SCHOOL)

SAMYUKTHA SRIRAM

CLASSICAL MUSIC - SOLO
(HIGH SCHOOL)

V. AMRITHAVARSHINI

BEST INSTRUMENTALIST
(MIDDLE SCHOOL)

H. MEDHA

BEST INSTRUMENTALIST
(HIGH SCHOOL)

S. ISHITHA




BEST HOUSE (OVERALL)

TAGORE
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CLASS | HITHESHREE C. S.
CLASS 2 MAHATHI PRABHU
CLASS 3 VASUMATHI .S
CLASS 4 SANDHYA R.K.
CLASS 5 UTHRA. K
CLASS 6 SHASWATHI SOURESH
CLASS 7 MANISHA . D
CLASS 8 SHANJANAA . K
CLASS 9 MAYURAL. N.
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CLASS 12 MALAVIKA VENKATESH
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MY SECOND HOME

The memories of the past thirteen years are mostly about my second home,
my school. It has been such a beautiful journey to think about and smile. |
remember the day, when | took my first step into the campus but then |
didn’t know the purpose of the entry at that point of time.... | wasn’t able to
comprehend what was happening around. It was just yet another place to
where | went with my parents. Now it is a very important place in my life. |
don’t have words to tell how important it is to me. During my years of
dwelling in my second home, | ventured into a new room every year thus my
nostalgic memory takes me to fourteen rooms. Throughout my journey, it has
been a wonderful process in which | have been able to find a lot of precious
people and several splendid experiences. Time just fleets... and it is like a few
months back my entire batch organised a memorable farewell to my dear
seniors to embark their journey to the world outside. Now, it is my turn to be
ready to step out of my beautiful second home that has nurtured me with all
the needed dose of enlightened knowledge and ways to lead an assuring life
by my dear teachers. With a lot of happiness, confidence and a little worry of
course, | dedicate myself to the process. This is not the end of the story but

it’s just the beginning....

- K. U. ISAIMOZHI
XI-A




THE BOOK REVIEW

"C'mon now. Just try it out once. I’m sure that you won't regret it”, Jennie said."Nah.
You do know that I'm not a book person. So chuck it”, | said while playing the new ps4 that
my dad bought it for my last birthday. Jennie is my best friend and has been so for 10 years
now. We have similar likings; we think alike, we do all the fun things together. But there is
one thing we both disagree on, and that's BOOKS.I hate books, it’s nothing personal. | just
hate the idea of books.

When technology has advanced so much to a point where you can watch the same stuff
as a movie online, why read books? But Jennie loves books and that's her
opinion."What would you do when our teacher asks you for a book review?”” she asked."l
can copy some book review from the net. Don’t worry. Anyways she is not gonna ask us for
one. | mean why she would?”And the next day the nightmare happened and my best
friend had the biggest smirk on her face the entire time."All students must submit a book
review when you come back to school after the weekend.” said the teacher with her
loud and clear voice."Ma'am but how are we supposed to read a book in two days?” | asked
with a dreadful look on my face."It’s not like you don't read books. You must have read some
book or the other. Write a review for that book then.” she said.

But that was the problem. Except for the school textbooks and nursery books, I’ve never read
a story book at all. Now what would | do?"Want help?” Jennie asked. It hurt my pride to
even think of letting her help me write a book review."Nope | can write my own
review. | can still copy stuff from online right?”’The teacher cleared her throat and said,
“And it should be your review of the book and by that | mean you are not allowed to copy
anything”. Now all the doors were shut for me. | had to read a book.

So | went home quickly, locked the door, changed clothes and sat down on my study desk. |
opened up my laptop and took a deep breath."You can do it Mia!” | said to myself as |
started searching for some books online. | can't read a physical book at the current
moment. So | decided to go for e-book. I typed 'Interesting stories for beginners' and
pressed enter. | scrolled for a few minutes until I decided to click a random story. So |

closed my eyes and clicked the mouse.




When | opened my eyes, | saw the story's title. It read, ‘The Craziest Thing Happened To
Me'."Ah finally | found something that's interesting”, | said smiling to myself. The first line
of the story went like, “I was kidnapped by a group of people on a Monday."."Woah. That's
crazy, who would start a story like that?", and | continued reading."The sky was clear and
the light of the full moon was the only source of light"."Okay this is interesting”, |
thought to myself. And so | spent the entire weekend reading it. It was a vampire
and werewolf based story and | found it really interesting.

The weekend was over and so was my book review. But one thing bothered me a lot. It was
the fact that the book ended abruptly. The author's name wasn't mentioned as well. 1
wished that | entered the book somehow. But that wouldn't happen would it? So |
submitted my review to the teacher the next morning. Jennie was surprised but she was
glad that I had read a book. That evening, Jennie and 1 decided that we do group study at
her place. Jennie’s house is close to mine. So after the group study I decided to go home on
foot. It is a 2 min walk from her place and I'm used to walking home late from her place. But
that day somehow the street lights weren't working. | almost reached my house. |
casually turned around to see five people on the other side of the road. | felt weird
because no one usually comes to this area and it was already quite late. One guy suddenly
inserted his fangs on another guy's neck and began to suck his blood. | was bewitched.
My mind stopped working. I had no clue what to do. Luckily they didn't notice me. So | ran
a little forward without making noise and hid behind a tree. Suddenly the phone in my pocket
vibrated. | took out my phone immediately and checked. It was a new update from the author.
| wanted to call for help but my phone got hanged and it automatically opened the
eBooks update page. It read, “Good luck. Written by you”. | was pretty confused and
when | looked up, they were standing right in front of me. | started panicking. They
looked at each other and at me. They didn't wish to leave evidence so they decided to
take me with them. They tied my hands and covered my eyes and mouth with a piece of

cloth and the last thing | saw was the full moon.

-K.S.J.SNEHA
-XIA




TOMORROW IS OURS

Life’s too ironic. Isn’t it? It takes sorrow to teach what happiness is, it gives the absence of
your beloved, to make you know what their presence felt like. Each and every one of us
would have now realized the pain of being distanced from your loved ones. Whatever that
was there last second, just vanishes the next second. Life is too short to worry. Even
though we all know this, but do we value life? Do we stop and do something that makes
us happy? All of us are running a race, some run for themselves, some run without any
liking.

Ultimately all are running towards something. While we are running, people who want
us to spend some time with them are left behind as we go farther and farther. Have you ever
thought of this? Have we paused our race at least once to care for the ones who stood by us
all the time? We take things for granted. Let it be our Parents, Teachers, Friends whoever it
maybe. But the temporary nature of life urges all of us to spend some valuable time with
our beloved. And this lockdown has given us the opportunity. Rather than nodding to parents
we nod to the peppy tune of songs. We could have done lots in these 7 months. But we didn’t.
We always have this habit of brooding over the past rather than focusing on the present. We
were placed inside the shell ‘our own house’ for the past few months, without meeting and
talking to each other and what not. Life is dark with negativity, stress, depression. All
of us were brimming with joy when we heard that there will be a holiday. But now?
Everything is just the reverse. We sigh when we hear the word ‘Holiday’. People, who
used to sleep well earlier, now lie sleepless in bed thinking about their future. What will
happen if this state continues? What will happen if life doesn’t come back to normalcy? The
reducing cases of Covid, is truly a ray of hope for a better tomorrow. And even though, if we
hadn’t worked for these many months, it’s not too late. Listen to your favourite person’s
motivational speech, until the fire within you overcomes the coldness in which the
nature has put us in. Start your work before the fire in you goes off. Help your parents
at all times. Small dozes of hard work every day will give enormous changes in you. Going
slowly is better than standing still and be consistent. Take criticisms in a
constructive way. Challenge yourself. Always appreciate people who have been with you in
every walk of your life. Take time to thank them. Thank God for keeping us alive and every

one of you reading this article, remember, you have enough potential in you.




There’s nothing you can’t do. Had Thomas Alva Edison stopped at his fifth attempt,
the World couldn’t have been brighter. So try and try until you reach your goal.
Success is all yours. But remember, you deserve the success, only if the effort is yours, only

when you have done your own work sincerely and honestly.

Honesty and other moral values are the ones lacking in this World. Don’t try to
be unique. Being good itself, is unique in today’s Modern World. Be the best version of

you, because you are one of a kind!

- R.B.SHYAMALA
XII-A

THE ROOM AND THE PORTRAIT

Just imagine what happens when you sleep in your room where actually you were in some
other House and don't know how you came to your "Room”! And exactly the next day you
were in the same Mysterious Room again with a Weird person whom you never knew

before! And yes that's what had exactly happened to me!

It was all fine until the pleasant evening. That morning along with my family we
went to my grandparent’s house. It was very much pleasing to see grandma and grandpa
after the winter break .The dusky day went by conversations and some traditional
cooking! They cooked our family signature dish Pot Roast, Corn bread and Ravioli,
Jambalaya salad as the major dishes and Key lime pie and Raspberry sorbet for Dessert!
After our hearty meal, | decided to go and play hide and seek with my bro Michael !
"Morgan come and find me buddy!" said Michael. After searching for him for thirty
minutes, finally | found him in the 4th floor below the roof top area.

There was a secret door which literally struck me and | felt something mysterious
about it. It was in this house for the past many years. This house is huge and the oldest one
passed on by for many generations! Our grandparents advised us never to go to this floor
and never open the door since | was a kid and when | questioned "Why?" they never

replied!




There | saw Michael staring at the portrait opposite to the door of the mysterious room.
| placed my ear on the door and | heard a voice saying “Morgan dear open the door! Don't
fear". | got my anxiety. Then | noticed that Michael disappeared! Then | went near the
Acrylic portrait of the lady with curled hair. Her eyes were so deep blue and cold like
some Catastrophic followed her. She looked so familiar that | have met her somewhere but
that never happened!

| touched the portrait to feel the Acrylic painting and the door behind me opened
suddenly. | entered the room it was freezing cold filled with fragrance of lavenders and
roses! The yellow creme light glowed on its own, | froze shocked! My hands shaking, my
legs froze and | took a shaky breath. | saw a small square photograph. There | saw
my grandparents with the Portrait lady! Exactly after taking footsteps, | noticed
another photo and felt the shock go down my spine! It had my grandparents, parents
and lil me as a lor 2 year old baby. Then | took another 6 steps then the path ended!
Another door opened and | saw Michael with Mr. Fluffy Brown teddy bear.

Suddenly the background behind me changed from my grandparents house to our Room!
"Morgs what are you doing in the middle of the night?" Asked Michael. | was
astonished and felt sick and drowsy, then | wentto the lower bunk and slept off. The
next morning when | woke up, | was in that same Mysterious Room with the Portrait

lady alive sitting next to me!

- SHANMATHI .S
XA

END OF HUMANITY

Now and then, the human race gets a scare of their impending doom. They are told
their time in the world is going to come to an end. Several reasons are given. A meteor in
some outer planetary belt, a tsunami or some other natural disaster, religion, race, the end of
time itself and so on. This concept has been debated for several years by many, ranging
from the spiritual leaders and the thought loving philosophers to the logic-based

scientists, and fact-based historians.




This idea is so popular and feared that it had become source material for
mainstream media. Fear is good in small doses. Some would even argue that it is necessary.
But, today, the fear has gotten out of hand. In the time of a global epidemic, we are
experiencing something that might be the end of humanity. There is chaos everywhere,
and people are dying. Not everyone gets access to the health care they need because of the
rich and poor disparity, racial discrimination, etcetera. The darker side of humanity is
terribly exposed to those in their privileged bubbles to see.

In a world where we are uncertain about the near future, where doom is one of the
several endings, it is difficult to find people who are not scared. The fear is justified.
Now while most of us are trying to hold onto hope for a better future, we also get
intimidated by the facts and statistics at hand. We are head-on facing a deadly virus,
one for which the cure isn’t available worldwide yet. Economists are predicting
economic crashes and the fall of several nations s a consequence of the virus. Scientists
are agreeing with the end of the world concept. Humanitarians are telling us that the world
we lived in was not as perfect as we thought it was, we just never cared because we were
in our happy privileged bubbles.

I do not have the qualification or the education of these professionals, but | can say this.
In contrary to popular belief, I’'m seventy-five per cent sure this won’t explode on us. Let’s
say the twenty-five per cent is the benefit of the doubt to the professionals. But this pandemic
will not be the end of humanity.

We often underestimate the power of the human race. When humanity starts to question
why this is happening, we will survive. A global pandemic is nothing new. A crashing
economy is still nothing new. We have gone through wars and worse. We will not give up
and become the cautionary tales we were told. Nature has wrath, but we are part of
nature. Mistakes are human, but so is growth. We will be better, do better, and strive better.
Sure it’s not going to be easy. But nothing ever is, and nothing ever will be.

The pandemic isn’t our end. It will be our new beginning. A beginning where, hopefully, we
will not let history repeat itself. Where each day, we strive to get closer to a better world.
We have dealt with evil in its many, many forms. As long as we wake up each day and get
on with our lives, being just a little version of ourselves than yesterday, humanity wins.

-Prize Winning Essay in Inter-school Essay Writing Competition.
- SHRINITHI S.S
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THE STORY OF PEPPER

While leafing through my mother’s favourite cookbook, | noticed one ingredient
that was more or less listed in every recipe-‘Pepper’. Pepper is a spice native to south

India and is now known all across the world as a famous spice part of all cuisines.

But isn’t there something more than meets eye to this little spherical spice? A life lesson,
perhaps? Pepper is loved and accepted as part of worldwide cuisine. The reason for this, |
would like to think, is because pepper adds fire to the food. A bite of the little devil is
enough to make your mouth feel hot, fiery and alive. But on taking a closer look at the
pages of the cookbook, | quickly realised something else. No matter how spicy the dish is,
or how crazy the chef is, the recipe always had pepper in a comparatively lesser quantity than
most of the other ingredients. A lot of pepper would ruin, at its least, your meal, and at its
worst, your day. On the other hand, too little pepper would make your meal bland and
boring. One more thing to note is that the amount of pepper needed for the dish depends on
the dish.

So while adventure, risk and the need to feel the blood in your veins and your heart
thumping inside your chest makes you more human, too much of it would translate to
recklessness and ultimately ruin at its least a day, and at its worst your life. However,
too little adventure would make you a bland shell of a human. So moving forward,
remember to add just the right amount of pepper to your chosen meal.

- SHRINITHI S.S
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ALEMBICATED

"I wish I wrote the way | thought; Obsessively, Incessantly,
With maddening hunger.
I'd write to the point of suffocation.
I'd write myself into nervous breakdowns, Manuscripts spiralling out like tentacles into

abysmal nothing.
And I'd write about you a lot more than I should."”
-Benedict Smith

Don't you think it is a beautiful thing to be a writer? To have this extramundane
ability of creating something profound out of the simplest of things. You get the chance
to get all of those wandering thoughts and swirling ideas out of your head and into the
paper. Writing embodies the art of expression which engenders an individual to expand
upon intellectual thought. It is just like an expression of the reflection of your mind and soul
for the word to endeavour. It helps open up your mind and hold your perspectives to
the world. A good friend once told me that sometimes it is not always necessary to find the
absolute right words to express what you think or feel precisely. Sometimes just
letting your words flow out raw and real without any further enhancement is the best
way to put it out. And since then my whole perspective on writing changed. Looking at
writing through that perspective gave me more freedom to what | wrote. And indeed, that
IS what is writing. The ability to let the raging thoughts spiralling in your head flow
out into the paper creating a manifesting epiphany of words. There shouldn't be any
borders to writing as it is a mechanism to calm the war of thoughts in your head. Even the
silences can be explored and explained. Writing helps explore the pain and pleasure of
a human mind. Of how our mind can cradle out stories and metaphorical Elysian fields out
of the intertwined thread of thoughts in our head. It helps us extricate. It can be a
hallucinogen that gives us hopes and dreams or a stimulant that helps us face reality. It can
also act as a catalyst to build up the walls of perseverance. Words can be dwelled on with
such emphasis that it remains intact forever within the walls of the heart of the
reader. You can create a castle with the chaotic mess of those heartwarming notions
in your head. Writings hold a deeper insight to the reader as it expresses different
dilemmas of existence. It is a voice for the expression of our thoughts. Writing, to be honest,
can be a pretty hard task because you have all these ideas running about in your head and
you need to pen them down in an efficient manner to make the most sense out of them. But
eventually, if you keep writing, there will come a point when your pen and your
thoughts will work with a frequency in sync. Make your writing familiar but not course;
elegant but not ostentatious. Your mind is a garden of thoughts with your ideas being the
flowers. Painting this garden down in a canvas is equivalent to writing it down
intricately and elegantly. No matter what you write, you need to pay enough attention to
the most minor details, so you are able to paint the most beautiful story with your words.
Express. Write. Let your creativity flow out from the tip of your pen and onto the pages for
the world to witness. Pen down your thoughts, ideas, views and feelings, so they stay
captivated forever. You behold magic in your pen that can send chills down the spine
of your readers and electricity flowing through their nerves.




Write, so your words can come to life and have your sentences dance around through the
imagination and whims of your reader. Whim tales from the tip of your pen spin your
words into a form that puts you on the cliff of reality and pour your raging words down the
waterfall of your page. Write and it will take to the closest to real magic as you can get.
From the softest and the most nurturing words to the raging display of experience and
trauma, beauty can be created with the right use of words when all you need to decide is
to pick up your pen and let the words flow out to create this huge ocean of your thoughts for
your readers to dive right in. Write passively but with subtitle perspectives. Writing is an
art which if done with the right amount of passion can create a beauty that is hard to
contemplate with. And in fact, the middle ages had a period when people would write
to the quiet sky, the raging ocean and the dense forests. There shouldn't be any
preconceived notions for writing as it is the art of setting the heart and soul free. It is like
dancing in the pouring rain or surfing on the raging sea. It is the art of making the most of the
potent thoughts in your head. Write about empty fields and soaring clouds; city lights
and wishing stars. Write. Let yourself out. Behold beauty in the littlest of things and
recognize worth in all. Reminisce in the joy of you raging words, fitting them beautifully
so as to make sense out of the chaos; like constellations. So start writing or at least give
it a try and | promise you it will be worth getting lost in this voyage to the euphoria of
epiphany and starlight. Write. It’s beautiful. Its alembicated.

-SAMHITA BANERJEE
XIE

Relevance of Vedic heritage in present day

We often hear our elders say, ‘Be honest, do not steal, be compassionate’ etc. They say
so because it is prescribed in the Vedas. But what exactly are Vedas? The word ‘Veda’
means ‘knowledge’ and is derived from the Sanskrit root ‘vid’ which means ‘to know’. Vedas
are known as Shruthi, meaning passed on verbally from generation to generation through
Guru-ShishyaParampara. In the later years, they have been reduced into writing through
ThaalaPathras. There are four Vedas as we all know- Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharva.

There is no doubt that Vedas are relevant even now.The Vedas are a storehouse of
knowledge from the Supreme being. It is the greatest body of knowledge known to
mankind. The materials of the Vedas are relevant to human beings at all points of life. Some
might oppose this statement saying that the Vedas were compiled millions of years ago
when the world and the society were very different from what it is now. This is not so
because the truth about the world has never and will never change be it any era. Vedas are
like a manual for us to lead a life without sufferings, so they are beneficial even in the
present day . They guide us in making our life a fruitful journey.




It is a misconception among the elite that the Vedas contain obscurantist ideas and
prescribe religious practices to be followed by a certain section of the community. It is
utterly false. Let me cite the example of an Ukti (saying) from Taittiriyapanishad- a
branch of the Vedas. It says Maathrudevobhava- respect or honour  mother,
Pithrudevobhava-  respect  father,  acharyadevobhava-  respect the guru  and
Athithidevobhava- respect the guest. These Ukthis are relevant even today and apply to
everyone irrespective of their caste, creed or community.

Vedas preach that people follow ahimsa or non-violence, satya or truthfulness, asteya or
nonstealing, brahmacharya or divine conduct, kshma or patience, dhrithi or steadfastness, daya
or compassion, aarjava or honesty, mitaahaara or moderate appetite and shaucha or purity.
These qualities must be adopted by every single person to live a worthy life.

Vedas also talk about the performance of Panchamahayagnya namely brahma yajna,
deva vyagnya, pitruyagnya, bhutayagnya and manushyayagnya for the spiritual
evolution of a man. The performance of these yagnas regularly will enable the person to
understand that he is not a separate entity but a mixture of all the five elements of nature
which make him up. He obtains knowledge from great rishis, receives blessings from devas
and his ancestors, respects and coexists with the other living beings like plants and
animals and takes help from his fellow beings. In order to pay back his debt for what he
consumes he must perform these five sacrifices daily. These practices are as relevant as they
were several millennia ago.
Apart from these yajnas, vedas also recommend the performance of agnihotra or havan for
the purification of our environment using natural products like herbs and tree barks. Given
the present situation, agnihotra is the need of the hour. This practice helps in warding off
harmful disease-causing microorganisms found in the air.

Prayer is also an important practice that we must inculcate in our life not to please the brahman
or the supreme being but for self realisation and inner peace. There are different ways in
which we can pray. One of the most convenient ways is by chanting mantras. Mantras when
chanted loudly are proven to create a positive atmosphere and give internal peace. Another
way is by meditating. By meditating we try to connect our soul with that of the supreme
brahman. What this actually means is that we start realising ourselves deeply. In a fast-
moving world like the present one in which we are living, at least two minutes of
prayer in any comfortable method is mandatory. Prayer is thus an indispensable component
of our life.

These are in my opinion, some practices which are followed as a part of the Vedic heritage that
are relevant to the people in the present. Therefore, it is important that people travel on
the path of spirituality for complete mental well-being.

CHINMAYEE G
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Aatmanirbhar Bharat-Swatantra Bharat

While | exercise my rights, I must not forget to undertake my duties to usher in an
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Hermits, were always the wisest among the men in ancient times. Even the kings themselves
used to travel deep into the forest to seek their wisdom. This was because they were self-
reliant. While the rest of the world was being dependent on each other for their primary
needs, hermits understood the potential of man and rose up to the state of Aatmanirbhar.
“We walk together, we move together, we think together, we resolve together, and together we
take this country forward”

-Narendra Modi
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is the vision of our Prime Minister of making India a self - reliant

country. It focuses on making our nation an important model of the global economy.

Rights are fundamental for the existence of civilized people in this modern world. If not for
the constitution, the existing world would be under the works of eschatology. All over
the world, the models and constitutions framed, gave citizens the opportunities to live a
life with dignity. Provided with fundamental right, people are consciously exercising it. In
this success of manipulating rights, there is also a stress for the need to carry our duties for a
self - reliant nation.
“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”

- John F. Kennedy
Conserving our wildlife and environment had been an inevitable duty which we have
inculcated from our Indian culture and heritage. Even-though the existing civil laws
played a crucial role in our life, there are also instances where people had to take a
stand and take their fight to the streets to make sure their fundamental right are not
stolen from them. Beginning from the story of Amrita Devi in Rajasthan to the opposition of
the Chennai — Salem express way in Tamil Nadu, people of India have actively participated
in conserving our biodiversity. There is a constant opposition by the Tamil people on the
Highway Project. The construction of the highway had to be done through certain
compromises. It required the acquisition of farmland for which the people denied. In this case,
the acquisition of the farmland would slow down the progress of the agriculture sector in India.
This concern of the people ultimately triumphed, which otherwise, would have made way for

land degradation.




Similarly in West Bengal, involving the villages had been successful in reviving the
degraded Sal forest. The Sal forest of Arabari underwent a remarkable recovery - the
forest was valued Rs.12.5 crores in 1983. The villages were given employment in silviculture
and harvesting operations. In performing their duties they had exercised their rights on
the use of forest which the government promised.

“Begin with duties of a man and rights will follow as spring follows winter.”- Mahatma Gandhi

Rights and duties go hand in hand. Instead of highlighting the inefficiency of the government,
our involvement for the progress of the nation, would ultimately lead to the vision of an
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
Smithaa S Krishna
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SECURING RIGHTS BY FOLLOWING DUTIES

Rights and duties play an important role in the development of a nation. While
emphasizing on rights, it is important that one is sincere about his or her duties as well. On one
hand, rights give the individual an opportunity to be part of the development process.
And on the other hand, duties make one obliged to play a part in the development. As
citizens, it is our moral duty to keep in mind our fundamental duties as we exercise our
fundamental rights. We generally tend to ignore our duties. A responsible citizenship does
not only mean enjoying our rights and following our duties, it also requires that we go
beyond these duties. We always harp on our rights whenever we can but neglect our duties. As
citizens of our country we enjoy the rights of a privileged citizen and often complain about the
government’s inadequate services. For example, while we have the duty of protecting
public services, we do not hesitate to destroy them while protesting or fighting for our rights.
The role of Indians, in the success of the Indian democracy, is prominent. The writers
of the Indian Constitution, under the able leadership of Dr.B.R.Ambedkar, Chairman of the
Drafting Committee, put their hearts and minds into drafting this document for a vast and
diverse India. A very unique feature of the Indian Constitution is that it balances the rights and
duties of its people. Today, it is important to emphasize the need to remember our
constitutional duties for the healthy functioning of the nation.
Manushri Jadhav
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To My Future Self

At last, the long-awaited day came. The Board exam results were announced. All the hard
work and struggle has finally led up to this moment. My steadfast

childhood dream has finally come true. My daughter burst into my room with a

wide grin on her face, her eyes glistening with tears of joy as she pulled me up to the computer
so that I could see my results. My husband would be so proud of me. He was my iron pillar
throughout my life I had scored an 87% with a centum in mathematics. When | was a small
girl, 1 used to be so envious of my brother when he went to school. | tried to learn a little by
reading his books but my father beat me if he ever saw me near the books. He used to say to me
all the time that a woman’s place was in the kitchen. When my brother passed his tenth board
exam, itwas as if there was a festival at our house. Relatives and friends congratulated our
parents and sweets were exchanged. That was when | decided that | too would pass the tenth
board exam and if possible, score more than my brother. And so, that day | asked my brother to
write a letter for me — to my future self, that | should fulfill my dreams by then.

He smiled as he wrote the letter. | treasured that letter so much and never lost it; kept it with
me through all these years but not once did | open and read it for it

was to be opened only after I fulfill my dreams. A couple of years later, | was married. My
husband was from an educated family and wanted me to learn like he did. But alas, God bless
his soul, he died within a year of our marriage. Even though the time | got to spend with
him was short, he was the only one who supported my dreams and for that I will always
be grateful to him. Widowed and with a daughter to raise, | had to work hard to provide her
the best life. My dream did not matter anymore. But now, here | am, a proud tenth board
student.

All my family and friends were there to congratulate me. My grandkids ran around the hall
shouting, “Patti has passed the Board Exam!” My brother walked over to me and whispered in
my ears, “Is your future self proud? Not only did you pass the Board exam but you also scored
more than me.” I smiled at him and hugged him tightly. Then I went up to my room to read the

letter that has waited so long for me to open it.
- L.N.Mayura
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THE LAST FEW MONTHS HAVE MADE ME A
CHANGED HUMAN BEING

The year 2020° was a year that we were all looking forward to. And when it did arrive, it
came with a series of challenges. The Nisarga, gas leaks, locust attacks and of course,
COVID- 19.

The world as we know is continuously changing with correspondence to our actions.
These changes may sometimes benefit us, but may also cause a situation which we
might have never even imagined to be in. The outbreak of the corona virus is one such
example. Who would have even thought that something as minuscule as a virus
would cause an international crisis that has cost the lives of millions of people? On
top of that, there is no other way out of it but to refrain ourselves from going out
until a cure has been found.

Life does have many twists and turns, but sometimes, a change as big as this cannot be
easily accepted by everyone. There are a lot of things that have to be sacrificed, even if it is
just for a few months. Who knows? May be even a year or so. We miss spending time with
our friends, or eating our favourite food at restaurants or even goingto school! The list is

never ending. We find it really hard to sit at home24/7.

Although COVID-19 has made us face a lot of difficulties, it has also taught us a lot of
lessons that we might haven’t learnt otherwise. For example, it has taught me to maintain
personal hygiene at all times and not just before eating. | have learnt to think selflessly and
not just for myself. | have been reciting a prayer, regularly along with my family for
the well- being of all and for this pandemic to end soon. I getto spend quality time with
my family and not just with my friends. The current scenario has given me ample amount
of time to take good care of my health. I’ve developed an interest towards home cooked food
and prefer them over restaurant made foods. We have learnt to live with a minimalistic use of
resources. | have the time to try out a few recipes and bring out the chef in me. Not just
cooking, there are other things too, like art and music that | have explored during this
period. Although I missed celebrating my birthday with my friends, | have the experience of
having celebrated it at home without much of expenditure and still enjoyed it. I now help

my mother by doing some of the household works.




| have even taken the time to learn a new language at the same time develop my vocabulary
in English by reading a few English novels. | enrolled myself for the internship which was
conducted by ReapBenefit. We were given a number of tasks to do, as a result of which
| have developed a sense of responsibility towards my environment. This situation
has also taught me that if we take care of nature, then nature will take care of us. I now
value every single thing that | have been gifted with. | have learnt that facing a difficult
situation and coming out of it is what makes us stronger. These are things that |

normally wouldn’t have gotten to experience unless and otherwise | faced such a situation.

Hence, | would like to conclude by saying that if we look at the bright side during

testing times then we will be able to conquer it effortlessly

SRINIDHI.R
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THE LAST TWO MONTHS HAVE MADE ME A
CHANGED HUMAN BEING

The last two months have brought in a lot of changes in me. It has taught me to be more
hygienic by washing my hands regularly, wearing a mask and the importance of social
distancing. It has shown me the meaning of real necessities of life. It has turned me into a
contented person and making me realize how important it is to share and feel satisfied with
what we have. | have been able to put this to practice through many ways. My survival skills
got upgraded and | could spend time with things which are most essential. The pandemic has
given more time for myself. The last two months gave me time where | could fulfill all my
desires. | had been yearning to learn cooking, gardening and learning a new language. | had

never thought if | would ever get such time where | could fulfill my desires.

When the entire world had come to a standstill, technology gave a helping hand for education
and most businesses without much interruption through the virtual platform. I was able to
volunteer for an NGO to help migrant workers who were stranded at their work locations by
coordinating with the workers on the train timings that were scheduled to their respective

destinations helping them to reach their hometowns without further hardship.




The pandemic has shown how important it is for every citizen i.e., Public to adhere to
the advisories announced by the government and support the leaders in their initiatives.
I also participated in the national yoga day performing a few asanas and uploaded the
videos of the same on the government's national website. The pandemic made me fit
and flexible by making my yoga exercises a daily routine. The last two months have
given me time for self-introspection helping me realize areas of strength which needed
improvement and weaknesses which I need to stop or overcome. | could also spend a lot
of time with my family in an otherwise hectic lifestyle where each of us are busy in
their own world. | was able to listen to a lot of experiences that my parents shared

having all their time for me.

I used this time to be updated with the latest news across the world by regularly
watching the television news channels. A pandemic of this magnitude was completely
unprecedented and something which was not witnessed even by our grandparents. It has
taught me a new way of living with nothing but only the essentials required to survive

in this world.

| also believed that the creator of the universe has taught me a lesson through this
pandemic to be simpler, humble and caring to his creations. He also noticed that his

people are working too hard and they needed some rest and hence this break.
This unforgettable experience will help me embrace the future challenges through the

lessons that | have learned from this catastrophe.

-MerillShipra R
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| DID NOT MISS SCHOOL .......

I did not miss the school in the last two months because... Well said ‘A school is a temple
of learning.” It is a place where new things are taught, ideas are exchanged and above all it
changes a person into a personality. Amid the lockdown, it is obvious for schools to remain
shut. But, personally the philosophy for me on this was ‘Only the school buildings are shut.
The gateway to learning can never be shut.” According to me, every single day, every single
minute teaches us an important lesson of life. To me learning and studying is not just sitting
with a book, cramming to get satisfying marks and getting an A+ in the report card. One of
the main things | was taught in school was being disciplined, respecting elders, being
grateful to nature and a bunch of many more values. | admit, not thinking in depth about
them in our everyday life.

Coming back to the topic as to why | didn’t miss school is because we learn a lot of lessons
in school but most of the time don’t take an initiative to imply it in our daily lives due to
lack of time management. For instance, justto make my point evident, we were taught in
school to respect nature, live simple lives and be ecofriendly. Not pondering over the
actions towards our Mother Earth, we ruthlessly deprived it of its own natural and
eternal beauty and went on expecting more and more, going beyond our needs just to
suffice our ‘wants’.

We all saw the end result of it —Coronavirus-The New Normal’. In my opinion, being at
home is as productive as learning in school. During school days, we don’t usually get
time to think in depth about a distinct topic, not giving adequate time for our
curiosity to spread its wings. From exploring pristine hobbies to living a simple life,
this lockdown has brought about a massive change in my life and has made me a
better person. The hobbies | never had time to pursue are now becoming one of
my desired pastimes. From involvement in art, craft, reading, cooking, making non-
sewing masks, to name just a few, | found these activities enormously amusing. | have
been able to spend time with my sister playing and gossiping and it’s been a
wonderful experience. To me there is no end to learning and my involvement in these
myriad activities have added to my character and my personality.

Despite not going to school, I’ve been able to absorb information on sciences and
technology, browsing all the way on the web. Apart from this our school’s been sending
regular assignments and creative worksheets from our dedicated teachers and the

Principal.




As far as physical training is concerned, undoubtedly it used to be jolly good playing with
our friends. Rightly said < All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy’. I think this is the best
time for us to build stamina, have tough workout sessions, and obviously engage in some
regular pranayama practices. Empowered by these, | regularly indulge in hard
exercising and skipping. | think this lockdown has made me realize that we all have
twenty- four hours, but it depends on us as to how we make use of that time judiciously and
bring upon a change in our lives as ‘Time is what we want most, but what we use worst’.
Though not being in school I’ve learnt myriad values and not only this, | have even
developed the art of expressing myself. Having been able to spend quality time with my
family, catching up with video editing software and indulging in intellectual and fun-
filled assignments was literally like having a blast. | explored the joy of cooking and
obviously eating the delicious delicacies. Last, but not the least, | would say that there is no
end to learning. It depends on one’s own perspective and willingness to utilize
one’s time judiciously and always keep learning. And so | didn’t miss school in the last few
months.
Vansshika B Mittal ,
VIILA

HERE OR THERE?

| try to open my eyes, but they don’t seem to oblige. I finally wrench them apart only to find
a darkness so black that it hurts my eyes. | try to sit up straight, but the second I shift my arm
I know | must have broken it somehow. | try my best to think rationally, but the fact that |
have Nyctophobia is certainly not helpful. Terror engulfs me, and before | know it, I am
shaking uncontrollably, the bitter coldness around me not being the only reason for it. My
chest tightens and my mind is clouded with anxiety. Desperate for a source of light, |
fumble for the light button on my digital watch. | immediately relax just a bit. I am so
grateful even for the dim light, that | make a mental note to later thank my brother for
having bought me this watch. My brother. Fear grips me once again. | don’t know
where | am, but | know | am alone here, in this dark, terrifying place, with a broken arm, and
I will probably go insane and die here due to the biting cold or even starvation. As if on
cue, my stomach grumbles. Just then, a creaky sound tears through the air behind me. |

spin around to flash out my watch-light, when it runs out of battery.




My back-stabbing watch. Just when | needed it the most. But it turns out | didn’t need my
watch after all. The room is suddenly filled with a blinding orange light from the door
across the room and | see the silhouette of a girl standing at the entrance. She slowly
comes into view and stops right in front of me. She looks about my age, but with an air
of arrogance about her. With her hands on her hips, she seems to be glaring at me. 1 try to
look as invincible as possible, what with my broken arm and everything. She grabs me
by my hair and pulls me out the door, ignoring my indignant protests. When | ask her
where she is taking me, she only tells me that | had made a big mistake coming here. Yeah

right, like I would have chosen to come to this place.

She then thrusts me into another room none too gently, with a man sitting at a desk that
looks like it belongs in the Victorian era. By his feet sits a small dog - like creature with a
large tail and green eyes. It nearly gives me a panic attack. The man introduces himself
to be Thunderbolt, the commander in chief. The scene suddenly seems very familiar.
The name, the room, and even that creepy dog. Something clicks at the back of my mind and
I remember a book | read just a few months ago with similar settings. But in the book, two
clans were at war. And the dark side was led by Blackhole. And to my dismay,
Thunderbolt confirms my suspicions. So | am in a book now?! How did | even get here? It
has to be a dream, but | usually can never tell if 1 am in a dream when | am dreaming.
| try to calm myself down and tell myself to go with the flow. It’s not every day that an
opportunity like this opens its doors. And since | have read the book completely, | know that
Thunderbolt’s clan was the virtuous one and they also ultimately did win the war. So |
decide to help them and hint them about what their rivals are to do next. | also give them a
few ideas for battle strategies that they originally came up with themselves,
according to the book. Thunderbolt looks dubious at first but after my first “predictions’

come true that day, they slowly begin to trust me.

The real world now seems less enticing. Living here might not exactly be a

nightmare- it’s more like my longstanding dream.

VAISHNAVI VARATHARAJAN
VI D




COVID Times
Life is not a bed of roses. A lot of unexpected changes have happened during the past few

months which has turned the lives of many people upside down. The COVID-19 pandemic
struck our country in January and has been spreading rapidly since then. Government has
taken multiple measures to contain the spread of Coronavirus. Social distancing is
being mandated at shops, pharmacies, banks and other public places. Shops and
restaurants remain open for very short hours. Wearing masks has been made mandatory when
people go out to avoid contracting the virus. There are also positive sides to this. Nature
seems to have got some respite as animals happily came out of their habitats to the deserted
roads during the complete lockdown days. Bonding has increased among family members
as kids have started helping their mothers in the household chores in the absence of
cooks and maids. Schools have resumed classes for the new academic year but have
taken the virtual route. To ensure that the eyes do not get strained due to increased
screen time, children take breaks between classes and frequently keep rinsing their eyes
with cold water. Healthcare workers and doctors are in the frontline working day and
night to save human lives. People have learnt to adjust to the new normal which will
help them kick out the corona virus and come out victorious. In order to cross these tough
times, we should keep ourselves self- motivated and remain optimistic. We must
be cautious and wisely follow the following three lettered COVID mantra so that we can be
SAFE than SORRY.

Social distancing
Mask
Soap (hand wash for 20 seconds every 4 hours)

We must never forget that there is always light at the end of the tunnel.

Shaswathi Souresh
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THE WORLD OF CODING

A New World for Today’sKids....A world of coding....Avirtual reality world true for the
children today.

It was in the month of February that my mother spoke to me of coding. It was something that
| had never heard of. | was curious to know what it was. | was

also scared because | didn’t know how | would do something that the older

people do. But | was inquisitive and | asked for a trial class. In my trial class, | developed a
bond with my teacher and was happy creating something on my own.

It was very small but the fact that | knew how apps are created fascinated me to the extent
that | wanted to learn more. So my mother enrolled me in coding classes and my new
world began. As the classes went by I learnt that | had an aptitude to create. | wanted to
learn more on how games were made and how websites operated and how people used
visual and artificial data to create things for others to follow easily. I have been learning
coding for the last 5 months and I have grown from a beginner to a professional coder. |
have created my own website and over 70 apps. This has helped me with my school
classes also as suddenly everything has become online and | am able to do my assignments
with a lot more understanding. For me coding has given shape to my thoughts. Coding helps
kids like me to think and create. It has helped me in structural thinking and has given me so
much patience also because developing every small thing has a lot of codes that go behind it.
Coding is basic literacy in the digital age, and it is important for kids to understand and
be able to work with technology. Coding helps me improve communication, creativity,
math, and writing. | recently submitted a project to Silicon Valley on environment. | do
not know if I will win it or not but by making my own app | learnt a lot about coding and it
has made me a better coder. I don’t know whether | want to be a coder in future but |
certainly know that | want to learn the how of everything and my coding has helped
me in that.

Coding helps improve kids’ logic, aptitude, concentration and abstract thinking. These
skills definitely come in handy when we grow up and it helps us in life. Coding
balances the left and the right brain, helps in convergent and divergent thinking, and
enables peak creative expression. Kids learn logic and structure to command tech tools and
generate outcomes like games and apps. These are the few reasons | believe everyone should

start learning how to code from a young age. Bill Gates started programming when he was

13




He believes that coding is an essential part of a kid’s life and agrees that learning how to code
has changed his life. Now, he is the co-founder and former CEO of Microsoft which is one of
the most successful companies in the world. He is also worth about 11,520 crores and one of
the richest people on earth. He says:
“It’s fine to celebrate success, but it is more important to heed the lessons of failure”
Success deserves to be celebrated, but failures must not be ignored. If they are ignored,
they will show up again in the same form down the timeline. We all should take notes from
the inspiring story of Bill Gates and work hard to achieve our goal and develop our skills.
Aanya Kumarr,
VII D

POSITIVITY BRINGS OUT THE BEST

“Each day is a new opportunity. It’s important for one to push oneself into areas that test their
capability as well as widen their horizon.” How many times have you heard people telling you
this? This never made sense to me till very recent when the world including myself have been
pushed to a new normal, thanks to the recent pandemic by way of the deadly Corona virus.

In the month of March 2020, when our Honourable Prime Minister announced a lockdown
none of us really knew what our future would be. This was challenging to every individual
of all age groups. To me it was a challenging task as | had to be indoors for almost 2 to 3
months which was very tough. | took it positively and approached it with a practical mindset,
therefore | started to think a little differently.

It is so right when we think that our human mind is a supercomputer capable of making us
achieve anything if we have the right thinking. It was so tough as we were not able to go to
school like always, unable to meet friends and family. But this taught me an extremely hard
lesson thus, helping me reshape my personality. These three months of new normal taught me
that with positivity, we can win over any problem.

These tough times have made me understand the importance of food and shelter when | saw so
many people on the roads without food. I really curse the days when | have wasted food that
my mom made.

This situation has made our family bonding strong and my family comes first. We were able
to spend quality time with each other. This lockdown has also taught everyone the importance

of people. It has made people come close to each other and know more about one another.




Computers which I was using before for just games and surfing, has turned into a new school
for me. Attending virtual school has made me an organized and independent person.
Challenges bring out the best or worst in a person depending on how the person reacts to it.
Each person reacts differently to situations. Thus, today I strongly believe that all problems
bring out new opportunities if we take it positively. After all a HUMAN MIND CAN WIN
ANY CHALLENGE IF PROGRAMMED WELL.

B.ADWAITA
VIA

The Story Which Inspired the Greatest

There was a story telling competition at Gurugram. Hundreds of students from various

schools gathered there. The place was quite silent as the participants had started to recall
their stories. There were 3 judges. They were Ms.Sumitra, Mr Mahesh and Mrs.Keerthi.
They were eager for the stories. The competition went on well. There was one particular
story which captured the attention of a prominent story writer, Mrs. Sita, who is also my
friend’s aunt. She was inspired by the thought process of the contestant and liked her
story very much. The contestant was 10-year-old Heera from ABC Private School,
Chennai. Here is the story as Mrs. Sita narrated to me:

“It was the year 2500. The number of robots dominated the number of humans. Trees and
plants were replaced by high-rise concrete buildings, which rose upto about 50 floors, at an
average. The air was so polluted that people had to take an oxygen pill every hour to stay
alive. In a city lived a man named Raj who had the only trees in the whole city. He was
living in a big bungalow with many companions. Who do you think they were? His
friends, his relatives? Oh no!Of course not. They were his beloved plants and animals that
were supposed to be extinct during those days. The man who was a rich person and owned a
zoo as well as a museum, wanted Raj § plants and animals. He wanted to display it the public
for monetary gains. Raj refused to part with his beloved plants and animals.

One fine day, the plants and animals were stolen!! When he complained to the police about
this, the police came with fingerprint scanners and found out that the thief was no other than
the rich man himself. Raj was too kind-hearted that he informed the police not to arrest the
rich man.Instead,hehad a talk with him. The rich man returned the animals and plants to him.

Everyone was astonished with the sudden change of the rich man. Do you know what Raj did?




Raj went and pleaded the rich man to give him the plants and animals, not for his sake
but for the sake of the plants and animals. He also informed the rich man to grow plants
and rear animals of his own and to feel the happiness of it.

Now the rich man, following that advice, owns several plants and animals and even talks

to them kindly. He has also become one of the happiest men in this world.”

| got inspired by the story. | think you too would have got inspired. Did you learn anything
from this story? Please do grow more trees, protect and preserve them so that we can leave

the earth liveable for the future.

Indu Sathyanandan

V-B

| would like to invent - FLYING CARS!

Have you ever thought about a car that can fly? | have, because | have seen many
ambulances that get stuck in the traffic. Whenever | see an ambulance, | just hope that the
patient in those ambulances should get their treatment at the earliest and go to their homes
safely. So, that is when an idea struck me. How nice would it have been if there were ‘flying
cars’ that would have all the facilities that an ambulance has and also change into a car
that can fly!Aaaah .......... It would be so helpful !




Just imagine if we had flying cars. Then:

econgestion will ease and roads in general will become safer.

it will make owning and running a car cheaper.

einsurance premium will go down too.

efewer cars and more space could mean a re-structuring of city spaces with a rise in parks and
community spaces.

This invention could be very important to us! In terms of efficiency, the researchers
have found that flying cars could use significant energy to take off and land, but they're highl
efficient when cruising. That means they're most efficient overall on longer trips. Such
service could ensure that ambulances reached hospitals on time..

Flying cars can take a much more direct route from point A to point B. This means less fuel i
required and the journey times are much quicker as a result, when compared to a journe
on the road.

This invention could save many lives! Hope | succeed in inventing Flying Cars in the nea
future.

Meghana Pratha

\

HOW TO OVERCOME FEAR

The word fear means being frightened of something or someone. It is a feeling tha
cripples our emotions. Fear converts our strengths into weaknesses and creates a negative
feeling - anxiety. It shatters one’s confidence, happiness and hampers our plans and peace of]
mind.
So, there are a couple of ways and methods, which accordingto me, would be appropriate
and most imperative to overcome fear.

Talk to someone you can trust and would make you feel better.

Be open and discuss the details and analyse the cause and source of fear with them. Ensure
that you spend quality time, with your kith and kin.

Use your imagination in a positive way.

Boost your confidence by trying new things. Feel it and face it with COURAGE !!

RITHIKHAA
V-E




KARMA.... Not Corona

Your presence has implicated that humans have made this simple life complicated. Your
presence is frightening we all are petrified. You were born in Wuhan, but now your
growth, multiplied. From New York to Paris, your sound is amplified. Your power was
literally misidentified. The whole world is aware of this persona. It’s our Karma, we named
it CORONA. Aren’t we the most cruel species? Aren’t we Kkilling and fighting for money,
power and legacy. We think there is a cycle and the earth needs us to survive. Darling,
there is no cycle, without us earth will revive.

“Mother nature has just shown a glimpse

Please change right now, as this is the last chance” HUMANS! Please.....

Stop playing with nature, Stop your experimentation Stop suffocating when you can’t bear
suffocation,

Stop being selfish, stop torturing wild animals. Change before it’s too late

Stop playing with nature, Stop cutting trees

Stop suffocating marine life with trash, stop thinking you are superior

Stop thinking that the planet needs you, stop thinking that you own the planet, Stop thinking that
you are indestructible

To finish the human race, nature does not need huge weapons; a tiny virus can finish
our existence. CORONA, CORONA, CORONA, your presence has implicated that
humans have made their simple life complicated...

“Mother nature has just shown a glimpse

Please change right now, as this is the last chance”

JASKEERAT KAUR
IV-B

The best thing | learnt during lockdown

The word ‘lockdown’ was totally new to me until the month of March 2020. | had never
imagined that such a day would come when all of us will have to stay indoors for
months together. The new mantra for staying healthy came to be known as “Stay home
stay safe”. The first month of lockdown was very exciting, during which I did a lot of reading,
enjoyed music and played the Piano. As days passed, life became monotonous. That’s when |

realised that | had to use this time effectively. So, I started learning a lot about human evolution.




My younger brother and | started a series on healthy cooking by the name ‘Gourmet Bites’ on

social media. This pandemic has taught us how we must always respect Mother Nature and
never exploit the natural resources. Winston Churchill once said ,“Never let a good crisis go to
waste”. This is what inspired me to make use of the lockdown as an opportunity to learn

something new each day.

Thanvi Dheepak
1B

THE BEST THING | LEARNED DURING LOCKDOWN.........

The lockdown imposed due to the covid-19 pandemic has halted the human progress
globally. This small hiatus has offered me a bounty of opportunities to brood over the
happenings in the past and to build my present with firmer values in order for the future to be

shining bright.

DISCIPLINE: This lockdown has made me compliant with the disciplinary standards and

codes imposed by the Government and Corporations.

HYGIENE: The new normal life has obviously thrown open the hygienic life in me.

FRUGALITY: | learnt to live with limited resources, recycled my unused pages into rough
notebooks and reused my discarded old pencils and crayons. | realized a waste at home is a

national waste.

WELLNESS: | learnt the value of home cooked food that keeps me free from several
illnesses during this lockdown.

I trust | would carry forward these lessons for my entire lifespan as they have shaped
me as a responsible citizen of this country and more so the values this lockdown taught

me are nothing but a Godsend.
Nooakala Gomodana
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THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT

Here | sit down to write a poem,

Wondering what it could affect,
Could its words cause a change as they roam?

I hope the change won't be a cause of neglect.

| know that a small cause can lead to extreme effect,
Like the right words at the wrong time can cause wars to begin,
Perhaps | should explain the subject,

| hope you have been,

Introduced to the concept known as the Butterfly Effect.

In theory when a butterfly flaps it's wings,
At the right place at the wrong time can change,

The pattern of wind which brings,

Swirling storms which is strange,

To think could be caused by such a little thing.

Like a scientist choosing not to clean his laboratory,
Leading to a discovery which could save lives,

Many such examples exist in our history,
And because of this, the concept thrives.

- NANDITA GUPTA
X1l A




THE PARALLEL UNIVERSE

What is the Parallel Universe?
Is it something hidden between these verses?

Who am | in this world?

Moreover | wonder who | could be in that world!

Is it just a world of fiction?
Or there can be at least some interaction,
Is everything bright and beautiful or is all downhill? Where things

are dark and people are ill.

Is it a world where all our stories are true?

Could our life be their stories too?
Is this poem read there by someone like me?

If that's true, | would love to have a review.

Is everything there is same as here,

Do the humans there even breathe the same air?

Are humans even present there?
If yes | wonder if they even care,
I am not here to make any assumption,

As | am sure there are many where you can get your perception.

This poem is about the question, Reading this verse,

Do you want to create your own Parallel Universe?
- NANDITA GUPTA
XA




THE OTHER SIDE

People speak of a glorious world
Of green stretches of valleys and mountains

Of prevailing equality, freedom and justice

But is that all truly certain !

Behind every deceiving image of nature
Lies a forest turn down to shambles
Wiped out of every single living creature

Replaced by construction and gambles

The world has been painted as "progressive"

But only when one pulls the trigger
Does perception of indifference turn aggressive?

With riots that black lives matter

Yet one fact remains crystal clear

Those men are cruel and greedy
He seemingly finds pleasure in torture and tears

Sparing neither an elephant nor her baby

So to all who rejoice this “wonderful world"
Take a step back and witness
The inequity, cruelty and adversity
For humanity is all we seem to miss
-SANDHYA SHANKAR
XA




NOISE OF SILENCE

In the crowd
With sounds all around, loud

Yet they were feeble to me

As something more louder

Suppressed, kept echoing inside me.

A random eye amidst the crowd
Caught me and questioned.

"Why are you silent?”

| looked up, smiled and nodded
Realising that the loud thought breaking me

Was just heard out as silence.

But still in me, was a light of hope.

Can't someone borrow my ears?

Hear all what | could hear.
Soon I thought I found the right few

| went to them and broke my silence.
Though I was heard loud in the crowd

They were deaf to my words.

Again | gave a feeble smile, nodding
Realising that sometimes even loud words

Were just heard out as silence.

| moved away from that place

With just one desire left
Won't my voice ever be heard?

Pondering over this, | left that place




Still deaf to the world
But with a very loud voice echoing.
S.PADMAPRIYA
XA

THE MAN WHO KNEW INFINITY
(SrinivasaRamanujan)

A young boy in Kumbakonam was born

The world witnessed a bright dawn.

The boy grew up loving numbers,

Playing with it even in his slumbers.

His notebooks were full of equations,

Which turned out to be mathematicians’ source of perspirations.

At first his brilliance remained unknown,

But soon it came out and shone.

It was not an easy work for him,

To overcome the opposing world and win.

Being a poor, being dropout

He still succeeded without a doubit.

This man not only won over the primes.
He also succeeded in enriching our times.

- SPADMAPRIYA
XA




AN ANGEL OR A DEMON?

On my cheek

And o'er my lips,

Reclined as smooth as satin,
Afraid to be ripped.

Not the same,
But thousands of 'em.
Not to blame,
Anxious without 'em.

What it is you may ask,

It may help or maybe not.

It's just a mask why not rip it off,
It's a part of us so let's move on!

- N. DAKSHETA
CLASS: X1l B

LIFE...

Every moment is akin to standing on the edge of a knife

And this is the reality of this overwhelming life
Perseverance is your only companion throughout

Wherein dark spirits veil you
And this is the phase where you can't move out

Nor have a hand to render the cue.

Surrounded by darkness on all sides
Completely drenched under the mighty tides...

Nothing is possible thereafter it seems

Still, never resort to unfair means.




You are pricked by all kind of thorns

But that's all fine

Because that's why you were born

So that your rays penetrate as the sunshine
Through the thickest forests...

Deepest oceans

Highest peaks

Such that in the future years

Even the terrible fears

Will never be able to roll down your tears
Because, through the darkest of night
You are ready with summoned might

To overcome anything that you face

Even the most dreaded chase

At your own pace

Not considering anyone as a race.

This is not saturation
But a very kind of maturation

That you gain...

Never even try to start afresh again
Because, all your hardships would turn into a vain

Rather, try to understand people with pain
As you find that, in your crew,

No one is true.

So, start to live in peace

Just enjoying the breeze




Because, nature is only eternal
And humans are all mortal

So, why worry...

Life is once, never try to hurry

Thus, live it the BEST

and let Him decide the REST.
RITHIKA SOWMI M
XII B

MUSIC...

Is your day akin to walking on a stick?

Well, this is the time to switch to Music!

You might severely be hit by stones

But everything vanishes once you listen to the magical tones.
You may be bored,

With your voice in a sore,

And tempered to the core,

Still, once you prioritize music on the fore,
You are just tempted to surrender yourself more,
To appreciate the aesthetic pleasure,

Which is provided by this treasure!

Whenever you feel low
There's no need to bow,
Rather, switch on the beat

To provide yourself the peaceful seat,

So that you don't fall
Instead, could develop yourself to pose tall!!

Music is all around us in abundance
But it greatly depends on our prudence
To get hold of this intangible toy

And be a recipient of everlasting joy!!!

RITHIKA SOWMI M
X1l B




THE SEVENTH PHASE...
As you grow old
Never expect people to value you as gold,
You might still be bold
But, they are bored!

Everyone would be running behind material joy,
But you would have already won the hoy.

You try to make people understand

That money might pose you grand

But can shatter your life to sand

Still, they keep running behind errands.

You try to elucidate not to act too proud
For, you can gather the crowd

Only, as long as you are loud,

But, when surrounded by ominous cloud
People simply flee,

Leaving you behind, in a malady.

The kids, who grew because of your nuture
Will mark you as a torture

What you long is not a trip to Kong,

But a few words of hope
To help you climb the rest of life's slope.

But, you are only given burn
For all your hardships in return.

This is when you enter oblivion
And realize people are all chameleon

But you too reproach for acting so
But those were the seeds which you did sow

You might regret to reap
All that which taunt you deep
But, it's your deed bundled as a heap!

Nevertheless, when you retrospect
You had had a leapt

High from the chains in which you were bound
Into mighty hands which the nature surround.




So, consider none
Live a life filled only with fun

And, spend the rest of your days
Gazing the maize!!!

THE SPICE OF LIFE

Life is too short -
Thinking about the past
Make our brains rot.
Think about your future

Make it shine bright.
Don't add too much sweet
Add a bit of spice!

Life is an adventure

Step in and don't let go.
Climb up the hill

And be a pro.

Hurricanes and winds should

Never let you down,
They just add spice to your life
So just move on!

Sweet things happen in life,
But not always,

Those spice in your life
Gives your confidence

A better taste

Move on but never stand still.

Enjoy the spice of life
Till you reach your fill!

RITHIKA SOWMI M
Xl B

-D AKSHETA
-XIl B




A Mousetrap

Once we come to eleventh grade, we are given a choice.

To choose our future, to choose our path,
And no questions to be voiced.

For two solid years, we work day and night,
(Of course with many distractions)

Tired eyes, sore minds, oh, how we students fight!

Our skill and hard work reflected in numbers
Which turnout good or dreadful.

We fumble and stumble, fall on our knees

Or soar to heights,
Reaching our greatest potential.

Write this, read that
Complete assignments, galore.
We grasp on to the loose grains of time

Which slip out of our hands,
Faster than we know.

With endless chaos, an everlasting chase
To live up to a Herculean task,

Leaves us wondering if we are

Sprinting in a rat’s race

Or being lured straight into a mousetrap.

VaishnaviGirirajan
Xl C




THE SECRET OF NATURE

Give a pause to close your eyes

To keep the silence high
Give a pause to praise the nature,
From tiny to mighty creatures

Close your eyes when anger calls you
Praise the nature ‘cause you’ve many in due
Eyes when closed, you see the darkness

But you can conquer her
‘Cause stars shine in dark with brightness

To reveal the secret of nature.

-BETTY.C.G
XD

THE EERIE LISTENER

Waited words
Leaping out absurd.
Held back,

Till the black.

Single Sacred soul,
Swooping to ear my brawl.
Stardust much fantasized.
Too eerie.

Pleaded plot,

Burst blot.

Dusk didn't suffice.

Light of dawn

Pierced the monologue.




“Oh myll
Mad mirror,
Stood between us.

-N. SAHANA
XID

WINTER SAUDADE

Winter rose
Brightening the cold days

Stared one minute too long

At the blinding light

Now stuck in oblivion

World spins yet

Pinned to the floor

Four walls

Unable to contain a racing mind

Winter saudade,

Counting the lost days

From spring to fall

Hope of freedom sways,

Falls mercilessly

As the leaves hit the ground
Black clouds shift

Not sparing a second to outrun
Exhausted, rain like tears
Open the door

To a new site

The sun shines a little dimmer

Sweaters and short days Hands cold, untouched




Hood up and ponder

‘What will the winter storm bring?

Wither the last petal

Of an already thorny rose,

Or would the roses spring into peonies?’

SUMMARY:
The winter rose is related to the winter season and known for brightening

cold days. Throughout the story, season change is expressed in
association with covid19- how the outbreak took place in spring and
disrupted our lives, continued on until summer settled, fall bringing
hopes of lifting the lockdown, both the hopes and leaves falling, leading
to rainy days(being unable to outrun black cloud is a reference to being
stuck in the sad days). As winter approaches, the winter storm, here,
expresses our quandary about when all of this would end(and if it

would be a happy ending with peonies blooming in spring or if this dark

time would continue on, wilting the last petal of the winter rose mentioned

above)

-RAJALAKSHMI VARADARAJAN
XIE

COVID-19, THE IRONY

The rarest of rare,
To step out you don’t dare,
For getting bored you have a flair.

The air outside is purest of pure,

But, you’re going out wearing a mask
That’s sure for staying safe
[hat’sanhat it’s for




Your hands are the cleanest of clean,
But you can’t shake hands even with the dean.

So from anywhere, the virus you don’t glean.

You’ve got a lot of time in your pocket
But still no scope for your dreams to rocket.

But whatever happens, just don’t drop it (dreams).

An amazing job done by the executive
When staying safe is imperative.

When the most positive word is “testing negative”.

Class 10
Supposed to be a year offline,

Ended up being in quarantine.
Where classes are held online,

On the computer, our work, the teachers assign.

Supposed to be a year of tests,
And bring out our very best.
Now, one of our quests,

Is to give our eyes some rest.

No matter what, study hard
And put in lots of work and heart.
Keep learning about (other stuff and ) bards,

And a good result will not be far.




FALL AND SPRING

The time of the year when leaves wither,
Yes, it is the time for ‘fall’.

Every single leaf does differ,

A beautiful scene to watch, for all.

Then, comes spring after winter,

The time of the year for all growth.
When all animals run hither-thither,
The flowers and trees burst into blowth.

G.S. Avane
XB

The Last Few Months Have Made Me A Changed Human
Being

From unbridled liberty to augmenting uncertainty
From stilled tranquility to colossal calamity,

From an arrogance towering to an ego crumbling

The last few months have made me a changed human being.

The wonted ordinary now a wistful fantasy
Genial smiles and cordial handshakes no longer a legacy,

From a social being to social distancing

The last few months have made me a changed human being.

The world luxated by a varmint so tiny

The entire contingency a striking irony,

From the most intelligent to an insignificant thing

The last few months have made me a changed human being.




To stomach a struggle both personal and global

With a waxing turmoil apropos the new normal,

From perpetual fretting to self-effacing understanding
The last few months have made me a changed human being.
Akila Hariharan
XA
LIFE

A way which leads on to ways,
Some dark and some very bright,

Up we go and come down again,

Walking on pricking thorns.
There you will come

After a long way.

To a beautiful garden,

The way which we take.

There | stared
Many around me
But I ride on, my own feet

Till 1 can.

I am holding on
A beautiful flower with thorns,

At last will 1 reach the finish,

Where starts the journey again.

- P.PRARTHANA
IXD




LOOKING OUT OF THE WINDOW

Looking out of the window,
Seeing the rain pouring down;
And the paper boats drown,
You realise people grow;

Into tall trees from the little saplings grown

The smell of rain on soil,
Reminds the reader of the thousands books unread,
Like the thousands words unsaid,

That leaves the brain in turmoil

The sound of rain on the tarmac,
And the rain hitting the ground,
Implies that it isn’t the end of the journey,

For those who don’t get disorientated by drawbacks.

-Jhanvi Patwa
-IXD

FRIEND

A person who means so much to me,
Who | know will always be there

Even if | cry or dance with glee.

Neither the sun nor the air,

Will pave the way for us to sunder.

Even when the melancholy darkness

Has taken over us with a thunder.

We will support each other like a harness.
After talking over the phone
Eorhalrcon-ond




We realize how time has really flown.
With immense joy I say, “that is my friend”.
P.UPASANA
IXA

WORLD UNITY

Some people say world is difficult to live in

Others say it’s a long run to begin ,

I say, it’s a dare to be done

It’s a top that is spun
It is made up of different people

where some voices are feeble

Let’s bring their interests out

All are equal , without any doubt !
No one is underprivileged, No one is elite

Everyone is same under the sun light

Where is the need of war
When everyone is a shining star

Let’s join hands together

To make the world better
-R. Saisrinidhi

IXC

Smoke on Top of the Hill

I’m driving my car with the guitar beside me
On a steep winding road leading to the top of the hill.

My thoughts are bright today and | hope they last forever




Maple trees escorting me on a journey | was waiting for.

No matter where it leads, I’m impatient to get there.
The asphalt is firm and grey, the blue sky is turning dark.
But I really don’t care, today | just want to arrive,

Safe and sound with my guitar, | play every day | live.

| see smoke on top of the hill, and wonder what it is!
Lightening is flashing now, but I still feel no fear!
I know this is my day and | don’t want to let it go.

| drive as fast as possible to get there quickly.

The smoke is dense here, the road has left the trails behind.
The sky black and stormy, now the air is hot and dry,
Waiting for the rain to fall on the ground, I can’t forget,

Everything is hard and tricky on the top of the hill in front of me.

Despite the stormy weather and the road full of the stones,
I’m getting near my goal without knowing what lies ahead.
| reach the top in time and quickly glance behind the hill,

To see it is a wild dream of mine in the middle of nowhere.

A TRAVELLER’S TALE

The traveller didn’t look up or down
He simply wanted to get to the town
The sky was dark and black

Frightening him from the back

Yamini. G
IX-<C’




The entire place became scary

He stopped and turned around

And saw a girl playing with a ball

She passed right through him

He watched her vanish quick and fast

He looked and looked but found her never again
This was the traveller’s tale

Which made people’s faces turn pale
-Merill Shipra

9C

A RAINBOW OF HOPE
God makes his promise

In this time of harsh weather
But all is to become better
There is nothing that is to last

This time of grief is also to pass fast

Victory is soon to arise for mankind

India and the world are soon to see the end of a pandemic of this kind
Be safe and patient till then

God will never let us down

Yours and our hope is in him

On the earth will the rainbow of hope shine

Return to normalcy is its sign

The rainbow is God’s promise to his people
When grief sets in, hope too sets fast

For nothing is made to last

- Merill Shipra R
9C




THE WONDERFUL GIFT FROM GOD

A woman who gave me birth
She is the best on the earth.

A woman who always cares

A woman who is always there.

She gives me a kiss to wipe my tears
And gives me courage to ease my fears.
She is my best friend

With whom my love never ends.

You fill my days with light

And sweet dreams at night.
She is none other than my lovely mom.

Kanala Bhavana

VII A

The World | Wish For
| wish for a world,

Where truth reigns free,
Where smiles are brighter,

Than stars will ever be.

I wish for a world,
Where neighbours get along,
Where we smile and laugh,

And sing joyous songs.




| wish for a world,
Where hunger is kept at bay,
Where everyone is given,

A good meal thrice a day.

| wish for a world,
Where support is given to all,
Where always there are hands,

To catch you if you fall.

Shreeya Srinivasa[rl
Vi

MEMORIES

Memories are here to stay for an eternity,
Unlike the sunrise that fades away too quickly.
They’re like a capsule ,in which we store our experiences,

Some which to others are mysterious.

The first thing that comes to our mind are the childhood memories,
They’re here with us right now and last for centuries.

Through our eyes we see things, that remind us of the good old days,
Thinking if there is any chance for us to re-live them again.

Right now we can only hope we’ll make great memories

So that we can look back on these days when we’re sixty.

- R.PREETH
- V1A




THE HARDEST TASK
Scaling a mountain,

a hard task it is seen.
Diving from a height,
with a loud scream.
Walking on a ledge,
Trying not to fall.

These are hard tasks,

for little teens.

| have not done even,
one of these.
But | want to try,
some of these.

The hardest task | have done you see,
is climbing like a monkey on large trees.

It has taught me to be tough and confident,

making me want to try new things with confidence.

There are a few more things,
| have compiled to my list.

Like swimming in the river in the rain,

after prancing on ice during the day.

| am going to keep on trying new things,
Like watching a lobster lose its shell,
Then make it regrow again.

-Deeksha.S.Viswanathan
VII A




A walk in the park
Where | hear dogs bark
My friends greeting
The birds tweeting

The swing on which

| can touch the sky
The beautiful fountain
Which | walk by

A walk at the beach

Where | hear people screech
In happiness and joy

As loudly as they can

Where | can get a tan

The cool breeze near the tides
Which | walk beside

A walk at the mall

Where | can buy anything
From a ball to a chair

Or accessories for my hair
A table for my room

Or a bike that goes —vroom

A walk at home
With family or alone
To burn calories

Or for passion

WALK




The best place to walk
Differs from heart to heart
We all are alike

We all need to walk

For a healthy heart.

- HIRAL D JADIYA

TERRACE -THE SOLACE

AS the sun was getting ready for its exit
AS the clock struck five ,

BREAKING the solitude of the terrace
TO find their favourite corner

WHICH gave them peace and solace
PEOPLE who were bitter enemies
HAD a hesitant smile on their face
FROM the tiny tots to the old dame
EVERY one rushed up to the terrace
FOR some it was a workout place

FOR some it was a meet up place
FOR some it was a gossip corner
FOR yet others it turned a picnic spot
EXCHANGE of sweets and savouries
EXCHANGE of smiles and laughter
EXCHANGE of story lines of serial
ALL the drama up here in the terrace

ALL worries and differences erased

VII D




FREE from busy traffic and the dusty street
THE terrace has turned out to be new hub

OF the people in this pandemic.

V.SWETHA
VII D
FRIENDS
Friends stand by,
if you’re sad, happy or shy.

They help you get nurtured,

and also help you touch your dream future.

They are true to you, just as you are to them,

they treasure you, just like a precious gem.

You’re special to them, no matter how much you shout at them,

they’11 still love you as much as they love their parents

They stand by you and shower you love,

more than what you would’ve imagined.

Anushree.R

Vil C




Friend

Who is a friend?
It can be anyone

Who hangs out mostly with me.

Who is a friend?
She is kind and lovely

Just like my own family.

Who is a friend?
She never makes a fuss

And chats with in the school bus.

Who is a friend?
She is unselfish and sharing,

And always very caring

Who is a friend?

Friend is a person who is with us till the end,

No matter how many twists or bends.

JOTHSNAA JAYAKRISHNA
VI D
Mother

Who is a mother?

She is a blessing in disguise

Given to us by God;
Who keeps her children together
Like peas in a pod

She does all the chores




And teaches us how to share
She buys whatever we want

And plays with us, truth or dare

She might scold us sometimes
But it’s for our own good
And to make us happy

She cooks our favourite food

She takes us to the beach
And even to the mall
Mom, mummy, maa, amma

Are some names which children may call

Our mothers do so much for us

Yet we disobey her;
So let’s promise that we 'll

Take care and obey her.

-Gayathri. P.Prabhu
vVi<C’




WHEN WILL MY SCHOOL RE-OPEN?

My school is closed

Due to Covid sensation

| followed instructions

To clap hands ; Clang plates ;
To chase Corona

Out of nature

Washing hands

Was a precaution
Social distancing
Was a better solution
Wearing a mask

For our protection

Over the year

We wait for an occasion
Togoonatrip

During summer vacation
This year due to Covid
There was a prohibition

Hence no exhaustion




Days and months have gone

Sitting at home alone

Waiting for my school to re-open

Virtual classes conducted online

Shopping online , restaurant online, medical consultation online
Everywhere everything online !! Online

has become today’s lifeline

When will my school reopen ? | am

waiting .....

SOWJANYA LAKSHMI J

VI A
The Sweet Shop

The fair in the market is only for a day

And everything looks gay

Then | spot the sweet shop

And a sudden jerk in my body makes me stop

All the nice smell coming from the shop
Shows me that | am at the right spot
As | look at the sweets on the racks

| wished | had two big sacks




With my mind upon this thing

| suddenly realized something with a ‘ting’

| realized that | had no money

And a huge block formed in my tummy

Seeing my expression the owner gave a chuckle“I’ll give you

something to solve your trouble”

He took from the rack, two wonderful sweets

And when | ate them | felt like | had a feast.

-Nandhini Kaarthik Sivakumar

Nature
Plants, leaves,

Flowers and trees
Creatures like butterflies

And buzzing bees

Nature is beautiful !
| cannot explain it in words
With all its animals

And colourful birds

Nature is wonderful !
The Sun, the moon and the stars in the sky
Oh, how I love Mother Earth!

It is peaceful to the eye

VIl A




Use the three R’s
Reduce, Reuse and Recycle
Instead of bikes and cars,

Walk or cycle

Nature is So mesmerizing
It blows our mind.
If you think otherwise

Then you’re probably blind

When Corona is gone...
We will open the doors of our house without fear

And allow our friends and neighbours to come near
We will take a walk to the nearby park

And enjoy the evening under the tree bark.

Our parents will set off to offices by carpool
And we, the children will happily go to school
Added responsibilities we will take over

And actively work to ensure the economy recovers.

We will take a break from our daily chores
And enjoy a vacation by the sea shores

We will gather together and worship

And will always remember our relationship.

Sandhya RK
VA




We will never forget the battle we fought
And the bitter lessons that corona taught
We will remember to treat well our mother nature

And realize that we are a dependent creature.

Ambika. A

VA
SUMMER

Spring’s over and look what’s around the corner...

The king of fruits and melons on the wait,

Ice creams and cold milkshakes are our parents’ bait.

Cottons and linens sneak their way into our wardrobe

Far from the gloomy smell of our winter robes.

We are now back to climbing rocks and trees with our cricket sticks,
Free from the holds of rusty chairs and mats.

Look what has arrived and it is our dear old SUMMER.
Aditi Suraj
VB

THE LOST FACE

On one spooky night
| felt it was not all right
| saw someone in my room

Wearing a terrible costume

| switched on the light

And the room became bright
There was no one

But | felt there was someone

| switched the light off




It was so dark
| put my hand up
To touch my face But it wasn't there

Where did it go then??

R. Sherill Vipra
vV -A

Our House

Our house is the perfect place to be

The roof gives us shelter as you can see
It protects us from monsoon showers,

And gives us dreams with bright- bright colors

We can play in our house all day
As the summer lights up in May
What other way to spend the day
Than to go out and play

We have a beautiful garden outside our house
Sometimes we find there a naughty mouse
No matter where we choose to roam

We always return to a place we call home

- Akshatha Prrasanna
IvV-A




SCHOOL

When | go to school,

| wish to be cool.
When | play with my friends
On the ground,

| want to run around.

My teacher takes me

Into a new world,

| keep in mind
What they said.

| enjoy learning

With my friends;

| wish that it would

Never end ...

My Sister
| like my sister,

She is a love canister !

With me she loves to play,
And sticks to me like clay!

She is like a swift
For me the greatest gift !

She is a pest
Yet is the sweetest!

She is a fun blaster And an energy booster

| like my sister,
She is a love canister !

-R .S .Rithika Preethi
IV-E

SreeRagavarshini.G
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The Fantastic Vehicle

| got a car as a present,

Which made me feel pleasant.

Indeed, this is very new,

And the models of it are few.

It is coloured deep red,
And has seats soft like a bed
Upon which when we sit,

We do not feel the heat.

Its shiny and bright headlights
Help us drive in the nights.

The round bumpy wheels, with care

Take us safely everywhere.

With the weight being light
It offers a beautiful sight.

Truly, | love this

Which has come as a bliss.

S VASUMATHI
IV-E




| Love The Rain!

One red umbrella, one yellow hat;
One shiny rain coat, look at that!

Two yellow rain boots, one big smile,.
| think I’ll go and walk for a while.
One wet puddle just down the lane. .
One big splash - I love the rain!

Dhruvi Gogar N
IV D

OUR TEACHERS, OUR BLESSINGS!!

Love you teachers, Love you teachers!
You improve our knowledge and
Share your life experiences with us,
You provide us everything we want and
You are our second parents,

You teach us many lessons and

Your care helps us a lot,

You are Devataas to us

Your influence never ends!

Adhisriya Dhinesh Raj
1-C




Poem- My Dancing Tooth

Back and forth goes around in my mouth,
When | eat and chew it wiggles around!
Dancing up and down, to the tunes when | sing,

Sways in my mouth as though she is in a swing!

When my teacher asked me to read a lesson,
My dancing tooth answers the question!
Wiggle and Wobble, Wiggle and Wobble!
Off she pops out in my hand when | giggle!

Oh my dancing tooth please don’t trouble!
Lishita D
1B

RANI LAKSHMI BAI

Hi Hi Hi Hi, | am your Rani Lakshmi Bai.

Born in November 1828,

I knew | was destined to be great.

Lost my mother, when | was four,

My father taught me horseriding, shooting, archery and more.
I married Gangadhar - the King of Jhansi,

Came to be called LakshmiBai, the Queen of Jhansi.
But soon my husband passed away,

It was left to me to keep the British at bay.

They wanted the Kingdom come what may,

But | fought valiantly and drove them away.

But the next time | couldn’t save my kingdom,

Lost my life in a battle so gruesome.




But there as on my tale is still retold,

Is because | fought till my last drop of blood.
Be brave,be strong and fight for your rights,
| am sure you will reach great heights.

Bye ByeByeBye -This is your Rani Lakshmi Bai.

M. PreethiMeena
I1C
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